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At)VERtiSEMENT. 



r)JOJGJ(^T will dppekr frdiri the 
^ I )S( following Jtccount, that it 
lfc.)i()JO0(3 is frequently impbfllble to 
procure Bibles for Prdteftarits in 
Wales ; and that this has been the 
cafe ihore or lefs ever fince * the 
Reformation! in which- time, Ihe 
years of fcarcity have been many 
more, than the yeafs of plenty. 

» 

Was this fufficiently known, it 
Would hot remain long (it is ap- 
prehended) without a remedy \ 

A 2 efpe- 
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efpecially if an objedion to iuch 
a . remedy, arifing from imagined 
inconveniences attending the pre- 
fervation of the Welfli tongue, 
could be removed. 

• To inform the public of this cafe 
and to remove this objection, was 
thefefore the firff and principal 
intention of. the author. He will 
owcf himfelf much miftaken, or 
the obje<3rioa' is here (hewn to be, in 
general, very trifling to the inhabi- 
tants either of England or Wales. 
The prefcnt was thought a nt fea- 
fon for an attempt of this kind ; 
m the, Society for frontofing Cbrif" 
tian Knowlege are now folicking the 
affiftance of the ahUand the, giver ottSy 
for the republication^ of the Welfb 
Bible. This firft and- principal in- 
tention. 
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tendon, it is believed, will need no 
apolog)r. It needs none to the 
writer's own mind. It will need 
none to the friends of religion, of 
virtue, and of knowlege— -none 
therefore to any perfon, whofe ap- 
probation i$ wc»'th having. 

The beft way of conveying in- 
formation of the above cafe> was^ 
thought to be, by an hiftorical de- 
duction of the veriions and editions 
of the book.. But. here material^ 
were very deficient. The tianila- 
tion had been made near two hun- 
dred years ago. No hiftoiy had 
ever been given of this fubjed. 
It_ was, perhaps, never confidei;ed 
a^ important enough to delerve it» 
It mighjt be deemed iufficient that 

there wa&a tranflatioa: and pro* 

vided 
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i^ided that was well done; n<5 niit- 
ter when, or by whom. If the edi- 
tions of the book had been ds re- 
gular and plentiful, as the verfion 
is good; the hiftory of them would 
have ftill remained unattempted : 
and the want of it would not have 
had weight enough to prefs the 
author to this fervice, or to trouble! 
others in this way. If the hiftory 
feems defective; let its novelty, let 
the diftance of the event, let the 
fewiiefs and fcattered condition of 
the materials be its apology. If 
the manner of its execution be 
faulty, the writer alone is to blame^ 
But he has no great notion of mul- 
tiplying apologies : and is of opi- 
nion, that any part of this, and of 
every other work, which cannot 

ftand 
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fland without propping^ fhould 
even be fufFered to fall. 

He has no claini to the ap- 
pendix but that of an editor ; nor 
any right to that, except the right 
of occupancy. He profeffes a great 
regard for the memory of the ori- 
ginal proprietors: and would be 
glad to do them honor, by pub- 
lifhing any. of their remains, which 
may have that tendency ; more ef- 
pecially in the prefent cafe, fince 
thefe their remains may be confi- 
dered as vouchers , for the hiftory ; 
and alfo agreeable to the reader, 
for their antiquity or curiofity. 
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Historical Account 



O F T H E 



BRITISH, af<7. 



TH E vulgar verfions of the Bible 
are in general owing to the Re- 
formation from Popery, and were made 
either in the lixteenfh century or fince : 
an inquiry therefore of this kind is 
bounded by that important event; and 
can reach no farther back than the reigns 
of Elizabeth, of Edward the Sixth, or 
at moft of Henry the Eighth. 

From an epiftle of the Bifliop * of 
St. David, prefixed to the Welih New 

B ' Tefta- 

• Dx. Richard Davis, 
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Teftament printed in 1567 we learn, that 
there was a Britifh manufcript verfion of 

* « • 

the Pentateuch, extant in the reign of 
the laft-mentioned King. ** I remem- 
•* ber," fays the Biflidp, " to have feen, 
** when a lad, a tranflation of the five 
" books' of Mpfes in the Britifh or 
" Welfli tongue, in the pofleffion of 
** a learned* gentleman, a near relation 
" of our family," 

^ If we/fuppofe the author to be fixty 
years of age, at the time of writing this 
epiftle ^ ; and if we dedudt from the date 
of it forty years, in order to bring us to 
the time to which he refers; we ftiall find 
that the above verfion muft have been 
feen as early as 1527, about the middle 
of the reign of Henry the Eighth, and 
muft have been made fome time fooner. 
It was extant therefore a confiderable 
time, before the printing of any part of 
the Bible in Welfti, and even prior to 

any 

^ He was fixty fix. Le Nqvc Faft. Anglic, p. 514* 
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* 

any printed edition of it in Englifli. It 
is not faid who was the author of this 
ancient verfion, and there may be no ufe 
or end of conjedturing : 1 cannot however 
forbear obferving that Tyndal, the firft 
Proteftant tranflator of the Bible into 
Englifh, was a native of Wales, and 
Uve4 about this time. 

Some other fmall and detached paflages 
of Scripture feem to have been tranflated 
into this language, in the days of Edward 
the Sixth, and printed probably for the 
ufe of his liturgy or fervice book. One 
little thing of this fort was publiflied iA 
1 55 1, in that King's reign, and is men- 
tioned by the late Mr. J. Ames, Secre- 
tary to the Antiquarian Society. The title 
of it, as printed ^ in Ames,, is extremely 
incorreft ^ it fignifies, in my way of read- 
ing it. Certain portions of Scripture y per- 
haps the epiftles and gofpels, appointed to 
be read in churches in the time of commu'^ 

B 2 nion 

• Typograph. Antlq. p. -27^. 
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nion and public worjhipf &c.' by W. S^ 
This, little and inconfickrable as it may 
be thought, feems to have been all the 
ciFed the reformation had in this way, 
on that part of the kingdom, till the 
reign of Queen Elizabeth ; but that pro-r 
mifed and produced fomething more 
confiderable. 

In the year 156? rather 1563, it was 
enadled by Parliament ^ 

*' That the Bible confifting of the 

* New Teftament and the Old together 

* with the Book of Common Prayer 
^ and dife Adminiftration of the Sacra^ 

* ments fliould be tranflated into "the 
' Britifli or Welfh tongue — fhould be 

* viewed perufed and allowed by the 
' Bifliops of St Afaph Bangor St David 

* LandaiF and Hereford —^ fliould be 

* printed and ufed in the churches by 
' the firft of March in the year fifteen 
^ hundred and iixty-fix under a penalty 

'' in 

* 5 Eliz. p. ^8« 
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f* in cafe of failure of forty pouad^ to 
«« be levied on ^eidti of the aboFe fii^ 
^^ lhop$ 

** That one printed copy at kaft.df (ihis 
*^ tranflation fhould be had for and in 
every cathedral collegiate ajyi .parifh 
chUrdh and chapel of eaie darbughout 
^^ Wales to be read by the cletgy in Itiaae 
** erf* divine fervice and at other times 
i^ for the benefit apd perufal of any who 
^' had a mind to go to church for that 
^* purpofe % — 

« That till this verfioQ of the Bible 
and Book of Common Prayer .ihould 
be compleated and published the 
Clei^ of that country fhould read in 
^* time of public worfhip the Epiftles 
^* and Go^els the Lord's Prayer the 
*' Articles of the Chriftian Faith the 
^* Litany and fuch other parts of the 
** Conmion Prayer Book in the WeHh 
** tongue 9S fhould be direAed and ap<- 
^* pointed by the abovementioned Bi- 
^' fhops" And, 
i^ That not only during this interval 

but 
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'^ but for ever after Englifli Bibles and 
^ Common Prayer Books (hould be had 
" and remain in every church and cha- 
♦' pel throughout that country." 

. In what manner the .latter part of this 
ftatute has been complied with is not 
my bufinefs now to inquire. As to the 
former- part, one year after the time 
fixed . by Parliament, T'he New ^efid-^ 
menu trdnjlated into the Britijh tmguei 
was printed in a handfome quarto of y)x^ 
leaves ^n black letter' as it is called''-^ 
difp^fid 'and dtruidedy as to books and 
chapters, like^ our \prefent I'ejiamenis-i 
with arguments and tontents to £ach 
book and to each chapter-— with explana- 
tions' of difficult words in the margin; 
but no references to parallel paffagesy as 
indeed' there could not be; for there is 
no ' diJlinSiion of verfesy except in forhe 
books towards the latter end, which is 
the more remarkable, as Englijh .editions 
of the Bible, before this time,ban)e'in 
general that difiin^ion. 

Of 
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O F this verfion the book of the Re- 
velation was tranflated by T. H. C. M. ' 
perhaps Thomas Huet, Chantor or Prae- 
centor of Menew, that is, St. David \ 
The fecond epiftle to Timothy, the epiftle 
to the Hebrews, the epiftle of St. James, 
and both the epiftles of St. Peter, were 
tranflated by D. R. D. M. that is Dr. 
Richard Davis Menevenfis or Bifhop of 
St. David K All the reft of this tranf- 
lation was the work of W. S. that is 
William Salefbury ^, very eminent in his 
day, and amongft his own nation, for his 
great induftry learning and piety. 

This Teftament was printed in Lon- 
don, in the year 1567, by Henty Den- 
ham, at the cofts and charges of Hum- 
phrey Toy *. To it is prefixed a Calen- 
dar and an Englifh dedication " Tq 

'' the 

« Rev. begin. Marg. of this Teft. 

' Lc Neve Faft. Anglic, p. 515. 

t Marg. Note in this Teft. begin, of Epift. to Heh. 

^ I John begin. 2 Tim. begki. 2 Theff. end. ' 

i Teft. itfelf at the end. 
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** the moft virtuous and noble Prince 
** Elizabeth, &c." by the principal tranf- 
lator : and a long epiftle in Welfh to his 
countrymen, by the Bifhop of St. David* 
From thefe two pieces and the title-pagfc 
v^re underftand— that this verfion was made 
from the Greek collated with the Liatin— 
that it was made virith fidelity and dili- 
gence—and that Salefbury had the over- 
fight of the whole, efpecially of the 
publication, ^' by the appointment," as 
he fays, " of our moft vigilant Paftours 
•* the Bifliops of Wales." 

But there was no edition, or verfion of 
the Old Teftament into the Britifli tongue, 
till above twenty years after this publica- 
tion of the New : this muft feem ex- 
traordinary, and we cannot but be fur- 
prized at fuch a delay, at fuch an inftance 
of non-compliance with an a6t of Par- 
liament. 

For the honor of the Biflxops of that 
time in Wales I would hop^ and froin 

an 
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an . expreffion' iifcd by Salefbury above I 
might conclude ; that this delay did not 
proceed from any want of difpolition in 
them to promote and forward this good, 
this neceflary work. For tlie credit of 
my. country I would hope, and from the 
little I know of the hiftory of that period 
I believe ; that this delay did not pro- 
ceed from want of perfons of fkill and 
ability, at. that, time among the Welfli^ 
to undertake and execute a work of this 
kind. And for the honor of ftill greater 
folks I could wifh fuch a non-compliance 
may not have proceeded from want of 
fufficient time allowed, or from any o- 
ther want of. proper and neceflary pro-* 
vifion made^ for the due and timely exe- 
cution of it. 

I have, however, fome fufpicions that 
all here was not as it ought to have been; 
and let it afFedt whom it may, I fhall lay 
my fufpicions before the Reader ; and as 
this will be done with fubmiffion to the 
judgment of others, and with due defer- 
ence to all proper Autority, it is pre- 

C fumed. 
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fumed, I fhall neither deferve nor incur 
blame. 

Not to infift on the peculiarity of ap- 
pointing, for the examination and peru-* 
fal of this verfion, five Gentlemen, who 
were to do it, in virtue of their offices ; 
who may have often, if not general- 
ly b^en all Englifh, but perhaps were 
never all together Welfh, or Maficrs of 
the Welfh Language; not to infifl, I 
fay, on this very peculiar appointment : 
my firfl doubt refpcdts the ^ime allow- 
ed, by the Statute, for undertaking and 
compleating this bufinefs. Tbis^ was be- 
tween three and four years. 

The tranflating and printing of the 
whole of Luther's German Bible took 
him up from 1522 to 1532*. 

The tranflators of the abovemention* 
ed Britifh New Teflament afTure us, that 
it was done with diligence^ that is, with 
dl expedition poflible; yet it wa< not 

finifh- 

^ Le Long. Biblioth. Sact vol. ii. p. 20i. 



finifb^d and publi^hed^ in h(s than four 
t>r five years time. 

The Englifti Tranflation of what is 
called jjParker''^, or the Bifhop's Bible was 
begup ill X559 $ but it was not finifhed 
till 156^. Biihcp Burnet fays indeed 
that St was printed in 1561. But that is 
mi&tkc, as natay be known from Lewis's , 
Hiftcay of the Tranflations of the Bible 
into EhgUfli V Afid 

King James's new verfion of the Eng^ 
liih Bible was ordered as early as 1604; 
but it was Rot copipleated and puhlifhed 
till 16x3 », 

Both thcfc verfions, it fhould be re- 
inembered^ were not properly fpeaking; 
new tranflations, but only rev/fions or 
Corre<ftions of former verfions ; yet they 
tGk)k up each of thetn (as did alfo Lu* 
thcr's) nine or ten years ere they were 
t:omplcated : but according . to the above 
Statute, The whole Bible;, confifting 

C 2 of 

» Lewis's Hift. of Engl. Tranf. p. 240, 
^ Ibid. p. 310. 
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of the New Teftament and the Old, and 
very probably the Apocrypha, together 
with the Book of Common Prayer and 
the Adminiftration of the .Sacraments, 
is to be tranflated for the firft time; into 
the Britifh or Welfh Tongue — ^is to be 
viewed and perufed by five different per- 
fons — is to be printed, to be bound and 
to be fet up, in every . church in the 
country, in the fpace of four, if not of 
three years. 

In this prefent Century, the bare print-^ 
ing of the Bible in that language has 
taken up as much, if not nipre time. 
The edition of 1 746 was bejgun in 1 743 : 
and the edition of 17 18 was fet about 
in 1714. 

% • 

Suppose the time allowed, by the 
Statute, to have been fufficient for the 
purpofe; I fufpecS: ther^ are here other 
omijjions or negleBs of feveral things ne^ 
ceflary for accomplishing this bufinefs ; 
which neglects or omiflions might not 
pnly have thus procraftinated and de- 
ferred 
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ferrcd it, "but have even prevented iti 
being effedted. 

For the due performance of our Eng- 
iifh verfiohs, with care and expedition;— 
a regular plan is laid down — the whole 
Bible is divided into feveral portions^ — 
a ceftaix> number of perfons, ' almoft a 
Septuagint, of known learning^ and abi- 
lities, kre appointed by name to under- 
take and execute the work — their table 
{ind other neceflary expences, while em- 
ployed (eftimated at above One Thoufand 
Marks, near Seven Hundred Pounds " ), 
the table, I fay, and other neceffary ex- 
pences of thefe tranflators are defrayed 
by the Public— and from the beginning 
orders are iffued out by His Majefty; 
that they be fpeedily and amply reward-^ 
ed with the firft Parfonages, Prebends 
or other goodly Livings, which fhould 
become vacant ^. But, here no fuch pro- 
vifion is made. Nothing of this kind 

feems 

" Wilkins. Concil. Mag. Brit. vol. iv, p. 4o8» 
? Jbid. p. 407. 
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jjecms to have; )>eeii thought of. Nq 
royal mandates arp iflued out. .No^nuf 
tak^ for r^wvding or fupporting the 
perioiu^ employed. No divifioa of Sctip'k 
tturo pr parcelling it oi^t rsmong a cer^^ 
tain nt|Qil|er of perfon$. No pl^ux at aU 
J[aidd»tv!n« Np^ appointment pf aijy pnip 
jpierfop ^ io undertake the whpJe or any 
B*ft Qfvit. It.i^ ordered— i^ ispr^dcr€4 
iohp dotie-^but i^nfortunately^tq be don^ 

, It may be faid^ that the£b things arp 
left to the care a^id dire^on of the 
.Welih BiHiops i and ought to have been 
provided and regulated by thena. . ^bey 
fire^ fays the Statutf i for the foul's health 
of the flocks committed to their charge,^ 
to tahjuch Order among thmjel^s^; that 
this niay be done; that is^^ Th^y ^re to 
meet and confult together, They are to. 
jiominat? and appoint proper perfons to 
(undertake this affair. They are to require 
and enjoin them to do it. They are to 
view ' and perufe the tranflation, when it 

is 
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Is Aotic; and if it appears to be right, l^tf 
are to approve and allow it, and dien- gel 
it put to die prefs and publifhed. But, 

It fliould be cdnfidered^ with *rhat 
fand and at whofe expence all this is t6 
be accc»iipli(hed^ How are the 3iihopt 
to engage and prevail upon able and fuf-* 
ficient perfons to undertake it ?-^How are 
the tranflators to be maintained and ftip^ 
ported^ while rii6y are employed ? Or, 
How are they to be paid and rewarded 
afterwards? Who is to defray the ex-* 
pence of the prefs and publication, and 
other expence^ neceffarily to be ineur* 
red,^ before the Book can be ready for 
the ufe of the public ? 

It (hould be remembered likewife, what 
h the penalty^ to be inflicted on the Bi^^ 
fliops,. in cafe ^y did not choofe t6 do 
all, or any of thcfe things. Is k Degm* 
dation i Is it Deprivation d their Lir« 
ings? Is' it the Ld& df their £Mus^ i>t 
any confiderable piart of dheil- Property ? 
No, It is no fuch thing. It is a fina^t^ 
a trifling penalty. It is a fine of Forty 

Pounds 
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Pounds each, which they muft pay iti 
cafe of non-performance. And what 
muft be the confequence of performing 
what is ena^fted? Why a much greater 
Sum expended; which, for aught ap^ 
pears to the contrary, muft all come out 
of their own pockets. 

Suppofe any five perfons, at this day 
in the Kingdom, required by the greateft 
Autority on earth, to fee any thing exe- 
cuted of a fimilar kind, or to takefuch Or* 
der among themfehesy that fuch a thing 
may be done ; or elfe to forfeit Forty 
Pounds apiece : would they not much 
fooner lay down their forfeit money, than 
engage in an affair, which would coft 
each of them fome Hundreds. Juft a 
century from this time, when the jpre- 
fent Statute came to be re-enaded, by 
the AA for Uniformity, with a particular 
view to the Book of Common Prayer; 
this claufe of the penalty was wholly 
omitted as inadequate, improper or 
trifling. 

When 
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Whdti I coniider thefe things> mjr 
wonder ceafes at the delay in this cajfe ; 
afld I am. almoft tf^mpted to afcribe the 
vcriioa ' and publication of $he Bible,; in 
thejM^gUage pf.Wsl-es — not to the au^ 
tbrjty Of efficac]^ sf.^e Statute, in that 
cafe made and provided — but to the good 
diijHjfitionj tfi the.) gexierofity, to the 
zed! ^hkI fii^iy'fPy: if^ , pairticular, of pri- 
y»te p^rfcMis. 



•• ••»• « 






: :Tw,(> di; thfeeof thefe worthy patriots 
.and, bwiefaftqrs /to th4ir cpijptiy, have 
been naiiiod already* The iirft of thefe> 
MmU is'only guiiTed at i^nd little^ known» 
Hf: Davie's -was jtroonfeflbr* and aji exile 
.^. fbCiHs relig^oni^^ih the reign cf Queen 
'ifi l^^Hiry^i /he Wii5[;«ilqr^d tp Jji^ country, 
*f:.oo)itfae atceifiw.of Qgeen Elteabeth, 

-'*^sln^d : made fw^teffively Bifliop of St. 
: Afaph and St^.David '. Saleflbury was 
a. private gendeflxan of an eminent fa- 
" mily in Denbigh&ire, of liberal , edu- 

* D " catioiii 

f Wood. Athcn# Oxon, vol. i. p* 2oa« 
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^* tat ion, for a time at the UniKcriTty^ 
*.* then at ibine of the Inns Df.jCoort 
^^ near London ; author of feveral tr&tE&8 
^' in Wdfh and for promoting thftt^kii'^ 
** ^uage i much ni4ritirig, ' iays WooH^df 
^^ th6 church and oSf the Britifh tonRUi.."»t 



il 



TftE next perfort ddhcehied, in^|h|; 
his country and the clibrcfe 'this fignal fer- 
vice, was William Morgan D. D. vipirof 
Llan-Rhaiadr in Denbighihire, promot- 
ed in t59'5 to the &ii tof Landaf^ 'trahf- 
lateii to St^ Afaph in itSot^i and in '1604 
to a 4>dlt^ place. ^ T^i« ^tlkhtteman M- 
the fli^- lime fihce the^, Reforulacie^ 
'trahflAtdr^ leaA: had>t]ie principal iiand 
In trahfilil$£ig' the- vt&olftc;^EiTisftaiitetfC 
and allb the Apoctypha^/imo ^YeUh^: he 
44keV^^ re\;^iM^an'dr)ctfir)^aed>thiil^f<innbr 
Verfioh^of the New Teftiment, : aid^had 
thferi\-well and half dCinldy printed' to- 
•gether, by ehriftopfeMr4tnd Robert Bftricer, 

<©iie *opy of this bdUSk he prefented to 
the Dean and Chapter of Weftminller.; 

in 

^ Athen. Oxon. vol, i, p, 153. 



i 19 3 

in return for th^' civiljities which he had. 
received from that Learned Body, parti-! 
cularly from Peaji Goodman, It yet re-^ 
mains in their J^ibrary. // is printed in 
folio and oH black lett^r^t contains the 
Old T-iJlament^ the Apocrypha and the 
New %efiament^t, has contents prefixed 
to each chapter^t is diftin^uijhed into 
verfes ihrm^hout -^^it has fame marginal 
references — has prefixed to it a Latin de- 
dication to ^een Elizabeth^has a calen-^. 
darf one gt two tables befides^^and like 
the preceding » Tefiamentp it is numbered 
fiot ' by pages but h haves ^ nphicb amount 

* - • ■ 
. How Morgan came to undertake this 

bufinefs doth not appear. He doth not 

|eem to have been employed in it by 

Aiitority. He: doth not feem to have 

b<icn pominated by the Bifliops, comr 

miffioners for this affair. It £hould 

rather feem^- that he engaged in it fpon- 

taneoufly, qx influenced only by the 

ufefulnefs and neceffity of the work, and 

by the wifhe^ jand prayers of the good 

D 2 . people 
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people of the land. This may be infer- 
fed, I prefume, from the preface or de- 
dication to his Bible. He is quite filent ' 
as V to any order or injunction upon him, 
for this purpofe : he fays nothing of his 
being appointed by the Bifhops his fu- 
pcriors, as Salefbury does in his dedica- 
tion to the Queen. 

It doth not appear when, that is in 
what year, he undertook and fet about this 
tranflation. We have no reafon to think, 
that he began foon after the enacting of 
Queen Elizabeth's Statute j or that he fet 
out with the tranfla'tors of the New 
Teftament. It is probable, , that he had , 
done nothing about it, till a long while 
after the publication of their verfion. He 
had not done much, if any thing in it, 
before Whitgift was made Archbifhop 
of Canterbury. Thi^ I infer from the 
above dedication. He would have funk, he 
fays, under his difficulties and difcourager- 
ments ; he would have thrown up and rer- 
linquiflied the whole ; or he would have 
brought to the prefs and publifhed only 
the five Bdoks of Mofes ; had it not been 
- ^ - for 
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for the Archbiiliop'^ . fupport and encou-* 
ragement. This is nbt the language of 
a pcrfon retained and employed by men 
in power. It is the language of one; 
who had engaged himfelf freely, and 
who had it in his own option to perfe- 
vere or not. And it fhews too, that he 
had not done much before 1583, when 
Whitgift was prompted to Lambeth. 
. Neither doth- it fully appear, what af- 
fiftance or 'affociates he had in this work. 

* 

It may feem an undertaking too laborious 
and tedious for one man . Three perfohs 
were employed in tranflating the New 
Teftament, . though fbme parts of that 
had been tranflated ' before ; I mean the 
Epiftles and Goipels printed in Edward 
the Sixth's reign, which very probably 
were incorporated ' into the firft edition 
of the Teftariient, and perhaps may be 
the part of it undyimguijhed by "verfes^ 
The • Old Teftament has the Apocrypha 
connefted with it — by itfelf it is a much 
larger book— ^and the original language of 
it is lefs generally underftood. The tranf- 

• lation 
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latioa of it muft be n work of m6re timq 
find difficult* Jt.Is probable therefore, 
that Morgan waa only a Principal in this 
bufinefs, to whom others (hould be ad- 
ded as aflbciates or afiiftants. But who 
thefe aiBftants were may riot be fully 
known ; and it is ilill lef^ known what 
they did. 

Wood tells us % that he was aided by 
Dr. R^ Parry, afterwards Bifhop of St. 
Afaph : but that I imagine to be a mif- 
take occafioned by the part Parry aA-^ 
ed, above thirty years after, on a fecond 
verfion or edition of the Welfli Bible^ 
However that be, Morgan himfelf fays 
nothing of Parry ; though he has taken 
care to mention and to make due ac* 
knowledgemcnts to feveral Qentlemeni 
his worthy patrons or afliftants. Thefe 
were the Archbiihop of Canterbury be- 
fore named — the Bifhops of St. Afaph 
and Bangor (Dr. Hughes and Dr. Bel-^ 
Jot I. fuppofe)— Dr. Gab. Goodman, 
Dean of Weftminfter— Dr, David Powel 

aDig- 

• Athen. Oxon. vol. i. p. 727. 
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il Digiiitaryv fays- W<»«^ *n ofte of thi 
Cathe<Jrftls ■ in Wales -,-:-• Mf .- :E<ilnittnd 
Pryfe,- At«hdcacon iof- -M^ioneth, • autihor 
©f -the- Welflj Pfalms in Aaetife—and Mn 
R*. Vaughan, -Rd^ti iJieti of L\itteri 
wofiH,- kftenvards Biffi6^'^or' mngw, 'of 
Chefter and of LondoiX.''" ' "" ' ^' - 
Thefe Gentleman encouraged and fup- 
jportctl ottr tranllator m liiSrworicV* Aey 
abetted arid 'affiiled hinr; 'opem'Vukrmt\ 
feys hfc, ''honcanthmnenddffi. ^' They ^iWt* 
ed ■ Kiiii ft ce acrefi ito Aeir llbrancs, 
whichr tnuft be of cbhfifleTable adVahta^.* 
^hey pefriifed and cxaririried ^iis* ^crfioh!, 
T Ircy - rcvifed ihd < cof khfted - it • f of -Trim . 
Whutr'attehding ftic ^re% he lived With 
the I>eaif of Weftminfter j V«i ^ hte tells 
lis, Yeieginti mlhi if a adftik tiffiduiCsi tit ^G? 
labored 'hnfiKo me^iturimum ddfu^erit. 
'tnSfe^'batticulars arfe known froni'^or^ 
ginVtiedication of "his l)bok,^x<rhere he 
inakfes rire moft honorable meritiBn'of 
!iis xMir patrons^ -and' laflbciktes;' 'Dnc 
woulft^'Tba^e *expcdefl ta'fee/iri -i^isftft, 

-J \iix; '^«". :.e ... : . :. . .:...:,•. ^.^-fJitj 

••^Athen. Oxon. vol. i. p. 245* 
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the tivnt of S^Je&uf y : pcrl^j)s he Waf . 
dead by this time ; as was: alfo Bifhop 
DaVies., Dr. John . Davies, 'wc.knoyr, 
had finne hand in this verfion* . . Add fo 
might ibmp other perfons^ whofe names, 
for reafons unJc^wn to us, may not have 

■J • • • • m ^.»»i 

been here infertci 






J I. . / J .. 



Thus aiptcr a long delay of ne.^ tlyr^y 
years, was the .Holy Bible tranflated. ii^r 
to the.Bri^fh or •Welih tongue 5 thus }\ 
was printed and publiihed, for t)ieriirA 
time. in that language, and the, intention 
of theJStatute enaded fbr,that purpofe,- f t 
length >accomplifhed r vjrhich* inteiitiop 
after all makes no . provifion, hut . for 
places of public worihip, but for the 
cjiajpels and churches throughout Wales. 
A very fcanty, a very.poor proyifipn fure- 
ly^T for !a. Reformed" a Proteftant country. 
It prjQyJuJes. only for the church, Vfhat is, 
for . one houfe in a pari£h, ?ind that a 
houfe hardly ever frequented by- aU the 
inhabitants, and Jn common, jiot- frcr 
quented above once in a "week by any of 
them. . How 
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iio'W far the prefent publication prov- 
ed ah adequate ftipply> even in this re- 
lpea> may be doubtful ; and cannot be 
precifcly determined without knowing 
the nuniber of places appropriated to re-* 
Kgious worfhip in Wales, and the number 
bf Bibles printed at this time. The num- 
ber of parifli churches in that country, is 
fuppofed to be about eight hundred *. Add 
to theie at random the chapels of eafe, 

■ » * • 

and i^ churches cathedral and coUe-- 
giftte ; arid the Whole number may a- 
mount to nine hundred or a thoufand. 
But I much queftion whether this publi- 
t'Ation Was numerous enough to fupply fo 
Aiany. places. The fame caufes which 
^rocraftinated and delayed the verfion, 
toiglft ^Ifo cramp and leffen the impref- 
fion j a«d render it finall, fcanty and in- 
itdl$quate^ even to the public wants of 
the cjoufttry. 

Impreffioris- o^ books in general were 
not ' at that period. To numerous as they 
are at prefent, when reading is much 

E more 

* Walker fays, 965, Sufferings of Clergy, p. 166. 
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more in faihion. I remember to havtf 
read fomewhere, that Grafton the.prin-* 
ter, when foliciting an exclufive Charter 
to vend Englifh Bibles^ made ufe of this 
plea > That he had, at a great expence, 
printed a large impreflion of that book^ 
conjifting ofjifteen hundred copies. If fif- 
teen hundred Bibles were reckoned a 
large number for England; half that 
number, a quarter of that number might 
be thought a very large impreflion for 
Wales: and if fo, if only five or fix hun- 
dred copies were printed oiF at this time, 
there might, and notwithftanding th^s 
fupply, there would be a great many 
chapels and churehes in that country, yet 
deftitute of Welfh Bibles- We may 
imagine, that the provifion now ,made 
was adequate to. the number of places in- 
tended to be fupplied i becaufe that feems 
to be required by law i and becaufe it is 
right it Ihould be fo : but this will not 
follow, any more than it follows, that 
the tranflation and impreflion itfelf was 
finilhed by the ift of March, 1566 ; be- 
caufe 
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caufe it is ordered by Parliament that it 
(hould be. But however thcfc things 
inay have. been— let the provifion of this 
time have been adequate or not : this 
veriion has fince received confiderable al- 
terations. 

The tranflation of the Nevir Teilament 

printed in the edition of 1^88 had been 

made^ as we have feen, by Salefbury and 

Davies ; and only revifed and corre(3:ed by 

Morgan. For fome rcafon or other, 

Morgan revifed and corre<3:ed it again ; 

and^ it was ready for the prefs, when he 

died in 1604 ^ Whether he intended to 

have the whole Bible reprinted ; and in 

caie that was his intention; whether he 

propofed only a further fupply for the 

churches, or a more general provifion for 

the country, is and probably niufl be for 

ever unknown •— and it is likewife un- 

known whether this corredted verfion of 

the New Tcftament was ever publifhed 

or not. But, . . 

E 2 In 

'' ' ' Ames Typogr. Antiq. p. 435. 
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In the Mgn of, James the Fitftt t^^ 
tranflatipn pf • the New, togctlnjer with 
tha^t Qf the 014 Teihmeiit, uiuierwvilt 

• < * _ 

the examination and cc^rediQn of jyt^ 
Richard Parry, Mo^gjif^'s fi^cceflqr in the 
See of St. Afaph. The alteratiQiits ma^Q 
in confequence of this examination, feem 
to have been qonftderable enough to 
juftify u$, flioiild we call what W4S then 
publiflied a new verfion of the Riblp inta 
Welih : as King James, and, the perfon^ 
employed by hin^, in th^ Englifh. iitnpref-4 
iion of about this tin^e, call th^ir cor- 
regions apd, alterations a neyr tf^i^fl^ati^^ 
of the Bible into English. 

This corre^d or ijew vec^Qn of thdi 
Britifli. Bible is much the fame, with that 
in ufe at this day. It may be deemed 
the ftandard tr^oflation for that language, 
as King James's Verfion is con&kred 
with regard to the Englifh. It was 
printed in London by Norton aiid Bill, 
printers to his Majefty, in the year i6ao. 
The copy of this impreflion pirefented to 
ithe King is now, in that noble repofitory 

of 
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^( aattquities «nii ciuiofitiiBSi, tb^ BtxtiOf 
Mufeum. // if # ifrge k<m4fiw foik-^ 
it if printed 4h ki^^k kttir^^tt is driiid^ 
fd lik^ th ff^^r iditiQn^it h^s iargc 
amt^nU of cb^fHPU md ikt referenw qf 
King Jimeiss Bi^U im Afir margik'^the 
Jhetts ^tife Old ^(fimmf affd jip^aypba 
run Eeee ^ ^^ and tke Jheets ff tJbe Nev 
l^eftamnt run Y «—// A^x frefixed to it a 
calendar and a Latin dedication facro^ 
fancies & individu^ Trinitati, &c. and to 
King James : in whi^b the editor gives us 
fome account of the edition* and of his 
in^weffipnt^ to ynd^ftakP it, 

* 

He teoj: cgafidw%W« libcrtiea, he there 
tell^ ua, with the farmer tranflation : vaiy-^ 
ing aod altering it^ in fuch a manner^ 
ihai; 4t might feem 4Qubtful ; whether thei 
veriioB by bi|n ngw pubUihed fhould b^ 
Reckoned Parry*^, or his predeceflbrj, 
^* ^jf4fd0m^" feys he, •* cum pnrcejiris 
** iatid^ rttintiii fu^tdam m Dei nmmc 
f^ mutaw atfuejiccompegii ut & hie fit 
" (tfJifiS'o^H/Attor TT^^ainyfi^ S? de£hi fit 
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^ difficile i num vetus an nova, Morgani 
*^ an mea dicendajit verjio^* • 
* His inducements or motives for under- 
taking this publication, he adds in the 
following* remarkable words, *^ Bibliis in 
** plerifque apud nos Ecclefiisy aut d^ci-^ 
•* entibus aut frifis; & nemine, quantum 
i* ego audire potui, de excudendk nvois 
^* cogitantei id pro virUi conatus Jum, in 
** * Britannica BiSliorlimverJionei quod fa-- 
^* licitev faSkum efi in Anglicana.*' That 
is, . the former Impreffion of the Bible 
being exhaufted, and plerijque apud nos 
Ecclejiis, many or moji of our churches 
being either without any, or having only 
worn out and imperfect copies ; and no- 
body> as far as I could learn, Ji much as 
thinking of a republication : in thcfe cir- 
cumftances of this matter, and induced 
by thcfe confideratipns, I fet about re- 
viling our tranflation ; and, as had been 
lately done for England, about providing 
a fupply for the wants of my country,* 
by a new edition of the Britiih Bible, in 
a better and morp corrcft verfion, . * 

When 
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When I firft heard of this edition/ 
printed but a little while after King 
Jap[ies had. had the. Scriptures :tranflated 
anew into Engliih, from the original 
Hebrew and Greek,, and publiihcd/for a 
more coi;re<ft and more perfeiSt Engliih 
ftandard : . when. I heard of this correc-* 
tion and ^^y^ edition of the fame book 
in the W?hh . tongue; I made no doubt 
hut this muft h^ve proceeded from the 
care .of government, and had been par- 
ticularly planned and ordered by his Ma- 
jefly. How much muft I therefore have 
been furpri^ed on finding, from what isl 
quoted , above, that, this was fo far from 
being the cafe^ t^at, it fe^pis, noAody had 
fo much as thought of fucha^ thing 5 , that 
Parry, was entirely a volunteer in this a£^ 
fair, induped to undertake it merely fropi 
the confideration of the abfolute wants 
and necefilties of his country. Many^ if 
not mofi oi ,the churches, were without 
Bibles s andwe may reft afTured there 
were npne elfewhere; yet no provifion is 
made, or likely to be made for their fup-- 
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i^j btlt for tkc Voldntatyj l)ut for the 
fpdntaneous undertaking, of tlii^ truly 
Proteftattt and very Veiiembk Bifliop. 

1^; J^n DaVie6| ^e kaffied author 
df Dii^o&ar. Latino-Srkannlc^ was dhtip'^ 
iaiA to the above Bl(kop. In i6£i> the 
year after the date €f Parry's Bi^^ 
DaWes publilhed in Latki hk GraAunar 
for the Britifh tongtie; He dedkated 
kis book to the Biihop his putroif . In 
the preface to that book he tells YiSy that 
fot above thirty yearSji he had %ent ttmch 
&( his time in d^xdyitig tll6 kfigUti^e <it 
hi& own country, and had feme c^iH^erfl 
k l>oth the versions of die Bible itfto ic^ 

** indignus fui admin^er" ThtTs fito* 
6tMy doth he fpeiik 6f kinifelf« OikAti 
fpeftk of him in a different ftrainj **I»Bi^ 
** Hcrum (BritaH.JbUketJ uifffM^& emitt* 



^< data editionefj'6. Da^ pefutileih i^nUt 
^ operam^* fey« a chancellor ef St* Al^h 
and Bangor^ few ydars after this time*« 

> I)i£l. Lat, Brit* inter Encom. Marg« 
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He vi?as therefore affifting to both our 
)>rmcipa} Biblical tranilators; He had a 
confidcrable ihare in the fecohd verfion 
and edition of the Welfli Bible^ . and 
ought not to be omitted in an attempt 
to refeue from ebKvion and darknefs tbt 
memory and names, of the perfons con**' 
cerned in^ it^ He feems to have been 
eminently fitted for fuch a work. He 
was a diorough mafter of the Bntifh 
toftgue* • *• He was cfteemed, fays Wood; 
wdl verfed in the hi(lory and antiquities 
of his own nation^ well verfed in the 
Greek and Hebrew langnages, a moft 
exa<ft ciitici an indefatigable pearfon, and 
well acquainted with curidus and rare 
authors ^'* : . 

All fttbfequent impreflions have, in 
general, accorded with this edition, of 
i62toi ^ th^T6 mzyhQ fome fmaEvaria- 
tidns, but diey are' not material: Aey 
ttffe(9: Ate fiue/ tfee letter, or die paper ; 

F (AougB 
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. ^ Athen* Oxon. vol* i. p. 597* 
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(though here we have very little variety ;) 
they alFed: the ipelling, or the change 
in the initials of words, which in this 
language is remarkable : they refpe^ Cup^ 
J)lementary words, or the printing in ca* 
pitals fuch words as anfwer to Jehovah, 
to Lord, to God, &c. printed in capitals 
in Engliih ; or, they rcfpedt readings and 
references in the margin, or the divifioQi 
of chapters into paragraphs : fome edi- 
tions have the year of the world printed 
at the top, or the fide of' jthe page : fome^ 
add maps, chronological tables, and ta^ 
bles of coins, weights and meafures, He*^ 
brew, Greek, and Roman : to adapt 
the book to the Liturgy, fome mark the 
pfalms for the day of the month, and for 
morning and evening fervice 5 and like- 
wife the chapters appointed for morning 
and evening leffon?, throughout the Old 
Teftament. In thefe and fuch like in- 
ftances, there may be fome variations; 
but in other refpeds and in gejieral, all 
impreffions fince have been only tran-^ 
fcripts, or copies of the verfion and edi- 
tion of 1620. There 
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There has been but one more folio 
imprefiion of this book. It came out in 
t6go, ieventy years after this time. It 
was printed at Oxford^ not like the for-r 
mer on black letter^ but on a common^ 
or good Roman charader: otherwife it 
h 6> fimilar as not to need a particular 
defcription. This is fometimes called 
Bifhop Lloyd's Bible ; and it is fuppofed^ 
lliat he had fome concern in its publica-- 
tion. He is, I find, the author of the 
chronology, and of many of the refer- 
ences printed in moft of. our Englifh 
Bibles, particularly the Quarto ones*. 
This chronology and thefe. references arc 
added, I am told, to this edition of the 
Welfh Bible. . What elfe it has of the 
learned Biihop's I cannot find. The 
conduift of dhie impreflion, if my infor- 
mation is right, was intrufled with Mr. 
Fierce Lewis, an Anglefey gentleman, 
then at Jefus College, who it is faid has 
diicharged his truft accurately and well \ 

F 2 The 

» Biogr. Brit. Lloyd, F. 

» MS Account, penes R. Morris, of the Navy- 
Office, Efq; 
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The quantity of books In any of thefc 
fblio impreflioDs is not known. They 
were, principally, if not folcly intended 
for public worftiip ; and for various rea-r 
ions, I fhould imagine the number of 
copies printed never much exceeded, if it . 
equalled the number of churches. But 
I fhall difmifs, perhaps full late, this part 
of my fubjed, and proceed to give fome 
account of the odayo editions of the fam^e 
book, 

FOR upwards of /even ty years ^ 
from the fettlement of the Reforj(natibn 
by Q^ Elizabeth ^ for near me hundred 
yearsy from Britain's feparation fropi the 
Church of Rome — r there were no Bibles 
in Wales, but- only in the cathedrals or in 
the parijh churches and cbapek. Ther^ 
was no provifioij made for the country, of 
for the people in general ; as if they had 
nothing to do with the word of God, at 
leaft no farthier than they might hear it, 
in their ^attendance , on public worihip, 
once in the week. This is aftonifhing ! 

- Th^e 
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^ The Bible itfclf may be reckoned a 
much more ufeful book, in the fmallcr 
than in d>e larger fize- In folio it is ex- 
pen&ve, it is bulky, it is heavy and un- 
manageable, and not very convenient even 
for churches. A qualrto would be much 
more handy for this purpofe ; that is the 
fize generally ufed in the churches in Hol- 
liuid-^if I ditiftake Hot; that is the iize mofl 
colnmonly ufed in the Englifh cathedrals, 
and in the royal and many other chapels. 
In the fmaller fize it is moil read, and 
comes into moft hands. It is befl adapt- 
ed to the ufe of individuals, of fchools, 
of families, and of many places appro- 
priated for public worfliip. I fuppofe 
there may be twenty times the number 
printed in odtavo swid under, to what 
there is printed in folio. Bibles in oc- 
tavo and under, become portable and 
convenient for the pocket, and they be- 
come at the fame time cheaper and more 
reafonable. 

The honor of providing for the firft 
time a fupply of this kind, for the inha- 
bitants 
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bitants of Wales, is due to one or 
more citizens of London : who, from a 
generoHs and noble concern, for the good 
of their fellow-fubjcdts, procured at their 
own expence an o<!tavo impreiiion of the 
Welfli Bible in 1630, in the reign of 
Charles the Firft. 

It gives me particular pleafore that I 
can mention fome of thefe perfons by 
name : I do it with gratitude and great 
Tencration for their memory; and I 
could wifh the names of all concerned 
might be recorded with honor, and had 
in everlafting remembrance. It was a 
noble inftance of generofity and public 
fpirit : though it is neither the firft nor 
the only inftance, wherein citizens of 
London have taken the lead, and fet o- 
thers an example worthy the imitation of 
the greateft perfonages. Should the rea- 
der have an opportunity, let him run 
over the thirtieth chapter of Stow's Sur- 
vey of London, and fee there the noble 
a<fts of its citizens. If that lift was con^ 

tinued 
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tlnuM to the prefcnt time, I might defy 
the world to produce its equal, or any 
thing near it. * 

The indefatigable Mr. Strype tells nt\ 
that Mr. Rowland Heylin, an Alderman 
of London, iprung from Wales, cbarita^ 
ify and nbbJy^ at his own coil: and char<^ 
ges, in the beginning of the reign of 
Charles the Firft, caufc^d theWelfh Bible 
to be printed in a more portable bulk ; 
jbeing only printed in a large volume be- 
fore, for the ufe of churches. The firft 
edition iA a portable fize is the edition of 
1630^ and muft therefore be the edition 
jreferred to by Mr. Strype, and under- 
iiood by. him to have been printed at the 
fole charge and expence of thajt worthy 
Alderman. Mr. Strype was miftaken in 
afcribing this matter, wholly to Mr. Hey- 
lin : Sirr Thomas Middleton, a native of 
Wale$, a Magiftrate alfo, and Aldernian 
of JUpndon^ was a. coadjutor, and a; ge^ 
|iert>u8-cpntributQf tp this gppd defign : 
-, , to 

\ Survey of Lond. vol. iu b 5. p. 142. edit. 1720. 
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to thefe two Aldermen, the late kev'^^ 
Mr. GriiHth Jones joins other citizens of 
London, whofe names he wiihes to htre 
.had, but had not in his power to men-* 
tion \ To the joint and united benevo^ 
lence and liberality of thefe Gentlemen^ 
Wales is indebted, for the firft impreilion 
of the Bible, in a portdble bulk and q£ a 
fmall price. 

In the year 1654^ there was a fi^nd 
edition of this Bible in odavo, coHfiiling 
of Gx thoufand copies. This is the firib ac«- 
count we have met with, of the number 
of copies contained in any imprnfiion; 
For this we are indebted to Mr. Charles 
Edwards, author of a WeUh book called 
Ham/ y Ffyddy wrote in- the laft century^ 
feveral. times printed, die firft time with 
an Oxfwd imprimatur 9 Auguft r, 1676^ 
Edwards doth not- inform us to .whom 
wc are particularly obliged for this very 
coniiderable fupply, as^ it muft be ihett 

deem-« 

« Wdfli Piety for i742» ^ 
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deemed. And for want of particulaf be* 
nefadtors to whom we might refer it^ I 
have fometimes been difpofed to amufe 
myfelf with afcribing it, to the temper 
of the nation, and of the times in which 
it was granted. 

This Bible was publifhed in the year 
1654, the firft year of the protectorate 
of Oliver Cromwell ; whofe anceftors 
are faid to have come from Wales, and 
whofe family namie is faid to have becii 
originally Williams. At this period the 
caft of the times, the difpofition of the 
people, of the people in power, and of 
the peojple in general was religious. At- 
tachment to fcripture was the general 
profeilion. Scripture knowlege was in 
vogue ; and fcripture language the lan- 
guage in fafhion. Scripture phrafes are 
taken up and applied to every occafion 
and event* . I'be.Lord of hojis — God wit ^ 
i^^— &c w;er^ the mottos of the times, 
the word of battle, the 'cry of armies, 
and the ftile of coins, medals, and in- 
fcriptions. Thefe very tinjes produced 

G the 
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the London Polyglott Bible. This temper 
and genius of the people produced an a& 
for the propagation of the gofpel in Wales i 
and feveral regulations refpedting religion. 
N6 wonder then^ it fhould alfo produce 
the publication of the Weljh Bible, as 
proper and neceflary to enforce and efta- 
blifh their own aA and regulations. 

In a little time this impreifion was ex-^ 
haufted, and Bibles became icarce and 
dear. Upon enquiry in 1674, not above 
twenty copies could be found on fale, in 
the city of London; said not abcnre 
thirty-two to be purchafed, through- 
out England and Wales. This occafion- 
ed another odavo edition, whidb came 
out in 1678, and confifted of eight 
thoufand copies, by much the moft nu- 
merous impreflion yet published: one 
thoufand of which were immediate^ 
given away among the poor ; and the reft 

were referve^ arid difpofed in proper 

» • • 

places, to be fold at four (hillings - per 
Bible bound. 

The 
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The account of this impreffion, of the 
n^mber of bgoks it contained, and c^ 
the maamct of difpoling them is better 
knowHj and probably will continue to 
be more generally known, than the ftate 
of any other edition of the fame book. 
Tbi^ is owing to the merited reputation 
and faxne of Archbifhop Tillotfon; a- 
mong whofe works Acre is a fermon on 
tb^ d^stb of Mr. Thomas Gouge ^^ who had 
a principal h^d in this publication of the 
firitiih Bible. 

. Mr« Gougp w^ a n^ft benevolent and 
generous man, Qut of an annual in^ 
come of one hundred and fifty pounds^ 
hs ufed to give away one hundred a year 
in chari^. I|e made Wales in a parti-* 
cular. p:vM3iner the objed of his charitable 
regards. When between fixty and fe- 
yenty years of age ; he ufpd to travel in- 
to ^at country, and with his own hands 
diftribjate his bounty among the poor 
and indigent inhabitants. He fet up a- 
moi)g them a great number of fcbools, 
(it is faid between three and four hund- 

G z red) 
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red) to teach people' to read Welfti and 
Englifh- And he fupported and conti-* 
nued thefe fchools for fevcral years. To 
render thefe fchools the more ufeful» he 
took care to fupply the people with 
Welfh books. When he could meet with 
none fit, in their own language ; he caufed 
fuch to be tranflated from the English, 
and printed for their ufe. ^he Wboie 
Duty of Man y the PraSiice of Piety ^ and 
fome other praftical Englifh books are 
mentioned as tranflated, and printed by or 
for him, with this view. • And books, of 
religion, devotion, &c -in the Wclfl| 
language, which were not to be had, or 
very dear; thefe he caufed to ho reprint- 
ed, particularly the Book of Common--. 
Prayer y the New ^epamenty and the a^ 
bove edition of the Weljh Bible ^. • 

Tis not to be fuppofedj that he did all 
this at his own coll * and charge. Ten 
times his fortune would not have been 
fufficient to defray fuch an expence. The 

fupr 

? Tillotfon on Deat^i of ^jougc : and Calamy's 
Account of Eicftcd ^inifters, vol. ii, p. 8* 
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{nppoft of fo mzny fcboolsy of ib tn^y 
publications and dijiributions, -muft have 
been the work of a number of perfons ; 
who excited to this charity by.^his ar- 
guments, and more by his example, imight 
employ .him to. manage and difpxjfe of 
their joint contributions. Dr. XlJalamy 
has prcferved a paper, containing an ac- 
count of his faithful difcharge of this 
truft, audited or attcfted by .TillotfOo, 
Whichcot, StiUingfleet, Pool, &c. * 
' BGfi46s thefe Gentlemen, eminent for 
their ftation, .learning, or goodnefs ; there 
was Another perfon not included in the 
abtATfc Kft, yet very adlive in promoting 
thefe -charitable defigns, for the advant- 
age of Wales: I mean Mr. Stephen 
Hughes of Swanfey, Glamorganfhire. 
He fecms to have done in the country, 
vsrhat Mr. Gouge did in London. .He 
procured fubfcriptloris and donations for 
this purpofe, * and contributed - liberally 
himfelf. He trahflated feveral Eriglifli 
books^ into Welfh. He publiflied, it is 

faid, 

* Calamy ubi fupr^^ 
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ffid, near twenty Welih boofes^ iercral 
of thein at his oWn expence* Amoi^ 
the reft he colle£ked together and printe4 
the ejccellent poems of ihc Reir^ Mn 
Rys Prichard of Landovery : a book the 
moft known^ and the moft read of anjr 
in Wales ; the Bible alone perhaps . ex-# 
cepted. The preceding edition^ Crom-t 
well's Bible if I may fo call it^ had bom 
printed very incorrc«5kly; Whole Wi^rdsji 
and ]^art$ of fentences had been lomittcd"^^ 
To rectify theie miilakfcSj^ and to ptevent 
others on the prefent pnblicatiott^ Mr* 
Hughes took upon him the cire cf thv 
prefs : and as he was a man of liEla^iungs^ 
and dioroughly acquainted VeiCh the Bri- 
tifh tongue; this edition was Vrell print-* 
cd^ and came out very correal; ^ 

The SB pious and vigorous endeavours 
of Gouge, Hughes, and othera, muft 
have had a confid^ra^le cSc& ^n that 
country. The Schools fet up and con-^ 

tinue4 

♦ Hughes's Preface to Llyfr-Ficar. 

^ Calamy's. Account of EjeaedMinifters, vol. ii. 

p/718. 
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tktued in various parts of it^aicul the 
books tnuiflated and publi{h€4 for the 
ufe of its inhabitants^ muft have ^read 
knowlege anaongft theni, and given 
them a tafte for reading* The confe*' 
qiience of which was^ this niiQierous 
imprefiion of the Bible wbs in few 
years exhaufted^ and the book becartie 
again icarce and dear. Mr* Gouge 
died^ 168 1 J two or three yeans after 
ihe above edition came out, and coniie*- 
^quently hcEort any want of another could 
be feniibly felt ; l)ut Mr« Hughes lived 
long enough to di&over it| and to exert 
)^m£ti£ a fecond time in this affair* He 
let on foot another impreflian^ but did 
jpot live to iee it finished. H^ djied a*- 
bout the year 1687, but the, nexto(9avo 
•^tion of this Bible was not publiihed 
dill 1690. 

This ialpre0ion was more numerous 
iSian any of the preceding. I c^A^ot 
j&sd the e|ca£t, numb^ of copies whidi it 
^pMtained^ but we are told by Calamy % 

that 

' * Account of £je£ted Minifters^ vol. ii. p* 7M. 
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that about ten thoufand were diflribut^ 
cd in Wales, by the editor Mr. David 
Jones ; who it is faid took a great deal of 
pains, ii> printing and fprcading Welfh 
Bibles. It feems, that the principal pa- 
tron of this publication was a noble 
Lord of the Wharton family : I fuppofe 
Thomas Baron Wharton, afterward Vif- 
count Winchendon, Earl and Marquis of 
Wharton ; a zealous Proteftant and pro- 
moter of the Revolution ; a faithful fer- 
vant to King William ; and one of Queen 
Anne*s minifters, in the glorious part of 
her reign. Jones was patronized in this 
undertaking by other perfons of quality, 
befides Lord Wharton ; and generoufly 
aflifted by fome minifters and citizens of 
London **♦ 

I'Jbe edition of 16 go was the laji in the 

feventeentb century. It made the fourth 

imprejion in an o£iavdJize ; and tbefeventb 

in all of this book^ before tbat period: It 

is not fi handfomely printed ', not on fo gbod 

pltptr*^ 

^ Ctiamy ubi fupra. 
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paper J nor wk&Jb. neat a ehara^er as the 
^e^edifig: otherwiji for ^ze, for, type 3. 
anjdfir number ofJheetSf they are much a^ 
tike among tb'emfelvtSi and^ like to feveral 
Englijb impreffiom pf tbi. Bible of about 
the fame date : they are printed pretty 
^hfe and the letter is rather fmalh ^^d 
therefore hot quite fo well for the eye i 
^ut yet . the book is Jh portable^ fp conve-^ 
nient in many rrfpeSs^ that I have often 
wi/hedp we had the fame ., book again 
printed in this form^ both in fFilfb and 
in Englijh. ' '' ' 

If we attend this fubje(9: into ih& 
prefent century^.we {hall find the ftate 
of it altered knuch for the better* Mil- 
iipns ilerling have been expended on 
works of benevolence in this country 
fin<>e the year ijoo. . Should any one 
queftion this^ and diink the prodigious 
ifucn too enormous ^ let hini re^ed: on the 
number of hofpitals eftabliihcd in town 
and country: let him make an eftimate 

H At 



[ 50 ] 

'at random of the cxpence of €re6ting 
and- fupporting theie hofpitals : let him 
add to thefe our.fchdols of charity; for the 
inftrudtion an<l'fupport of the children of 
the poor and deftitute : to thefe ftill add 
our numerous companies^ and charitable 
inftitutions (fome of which diftribute an*- 
nually thoufands of pounds) and befid^ 
thefe, the private diilributions of indivi- 
duals : and when all this is coniidered ; 
the above -aflertipn of millions being ex*- 
upended in charity, fince the commence* 
ment of the prefent century, (though the 
fum muft feem vaft and prodigious) will 
not be thought to exaggerate. 

To furniih with Bibles a nation cf 

- Proteftants 5 . a nation in the neighbour^ 

hood of London and part of Britain ; a 

nation confifting, it may be, of fixty 

thoufand families, or of Jio lefs than three 

hundred thoufand individuals : to furniih 

cfo many perfbns with Bibles is a: dcfign 

.fo excellent: and fo noble that it cannot 

ibuthave met with attention and cegacd 

: . . in 
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in this age of benevolence, in this exu- 
berance of charity. 

Within thefe fifty years laft paft, there ^ 
have been four impreflions of this bopk. 
Hhejirfi was publijhed in 1718. Tbefecond 
in 1727. The next in I J /^6. And the laft 
in 1752. T!bey are all in oSidvo. Thefe^ 
cond is rather fmaller than the others. 
It is likewife without contents of chapters^ 
and without . marginal references : and for 
that reafon, it was never fo much valued 
by the people for whom it was • publifh- 
ed: fuch is their' attachment, fuch is 
their prejudice to thefe contents, and re- 
ferences; with which except in this 
fingle inftance they have hitherto ever 
been gratified • The three other editions 
are large handfome oSlavos^ on good paper 
and letter. They have the Apocrypha, 
contents, and references. They have the 
year of the world on the top of the page : 
the church le/Jbns marked in the Old Tef- 
tament ', and the Pf alms for morning and, 
evening fervice, for every day in the month. 
They have alfo annexed afcriptitre index or 

H 2 chro^ 
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€bronology * -7- tables of weights and mea^ 
fures^-^the Pfalms in metre -'^ and feme 
hymns and forms of prayer * 

The Bible of the impr6ffioi> of * 1 7 1 8 
is commonly qalkd Mofes Williams's 
Bible, from the R6v^ Mr, Mofes WiK 
liams, curator of the prefs to that edi*^ 
tion. He was vjcar of Pyfynog, in the 
county of Brecon } a gentleman of good 
literature, who well underftood the Britifh 
and the learned languages « . He tranflated 
feveral books into Welfh, He aflifted 
Dr. Wotton in publiifhiRg the Leges 
Watties. He gave at the^ end of hisr Biblb 
% glofiary, or interpretation of : Hebrew 
$nd Greek names — >and his imprefiion i$ 
reckoned correft and well done* 

The Bible of cither of the two laft 

imrj 

* 

> This Index is an epitome of jfrchbijhop UJher^s Chro- 
Voiogy by Bijhop Lloyd^-^lt is taken from the Englijh im^ 
prejfton of the folio Bible of 1701— ^m/ was tranjlatei 
ty S* fVilliams. ■ " 

MS Account penes Mr. Morris compared with 
Lewis's Engl. Tranflat. p. 350. 

f The edit, of 175:1 had no Appc. 
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JmprclEonis may for a like reafcJn be cal- 
led Mr; Morris'3 * Bible, from the name 
of the Gendeman who was curator of the 
prefs to both ; a gentleman well verfed 
in the language and hiflory of his' coun-- 
try ; the moft critically acquainted of any 
within my kiwwlege with the fubjed: of 
tiiefe papers ; as coninumicativ'e as he is 
kiiowjng; ; to whom the author, to whom 
the reader is obliged for many particulars 
contained in tUs account. The edition 
of J 746 . was printed at Cambridge, and 
has ievend literal errata pccaiioned by the 
quratbr's liying in London, at a diftance 
from thd prefs.. The edition of 1752 was 
inore uaadcr the curator's inlpeaion> be- 
ing priated in London; (as were all the 
Qthdr editk>n*> of this book, except the a- 
bove and the folio of 1690 :) and it is I 

believe a$ <:orre<3: as inv edition whatever 

■■ - 

pf this book. 

« 

If I am not miftaken, Wales is more or 
Jefs indebted to the Society for promoting 

Chriftian 

f Supra, p, 35* 
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Chriilian Knowlegc, for every imprefBon- 
within -this century. They were the prin*. 
cipal promoters of the edition of 171 8 : 
others were admitted to fubfcribe^ and at 
a certain price had any nuniber of books^ 
in proportion to their fubfcriptions. This 
appears from the propofals for the im- 
preflion thrown out by the Society in 
17 1 4'; and fcems Very fair and likely 
to take. But what number of copies 
were printed at this time doth not ap-* 
pear. With regard to the edition of 1727 
I have no particular intelligence. I af-^ 
cribe it to the Society, as the mtoft likely 
perfons I can think of, to have been its 
patrons and promoters. The two other 
impreffiohs are well knpwn to have^ 
been undertaken and executed at their 
expence. They confiftcd of f^hirty tbou-- 
/and Bibles y and . flood the Society in 
Jix thoufand pounds: which large ex-^ 
pence it was enabled to bear, through the 
generous contributions of multitudes of 

• " - ' iftdi^ 

* MS Account penes Mr. Mojrris. . / 
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individuals in town and ccuntfy. The 
book was diftributed in Wales, moftly 
by the Society's members or correfpond- 
cnts; and ordered to be fold at Four 
Shillings> and Six-pence per Bible bound. 
And for . this large and liberal fupply, 
that Society deferve the grateful acknow* 
legenient of every Briton ; and they are 
hereby . dcfired particularly to accept the 
thankful ackndwlegement of One,. with 
the warmcft gratitude, and the higheft 
fenfe of national obligation. 

Besides thefefcveral editions andver- 
fions of this book taken together; there 
have been other tranflations, or impref*- 
fions of fome parts of it feparately pub- 
lifhed. 

A metrical ^verjion of the Pfalms by^ 
Captain Middleton. . London printed in 
1603, by I'bomas Salejbury'^. The book 
is in the pofleflion of Mr. Morris. 

In 1 647, the New ^ejiament was print- 

' ' ed 



• - • ♦ 



Amc« Typogn Antiq. p. 435* 



fed alon^in izmo^ without contents bfchap^ 
ters or tfiarginal references \ . 

In tie year following nnere printed Mn 

Archdeacon Pryfe*t Pfalmi Jm metre vf the 

fame fze *^. I fiippofc thefe Pfalms muft 

have been printed before i but of this I 

have no account. 

The .New Teftument was printed fepa-^ 
ratety in 1654^ of a larger charaShf than 
the Bihie of the fame date '. 

The fame ^ejiament was publifbed to^ 
get her with the Pfalmsy in pr/fe and 
metre J by means of Mr. Gouge, &c in 

I'he fame Part was again feparatefy 
printed in 17 S^* ^Y n^i^^w of the Society 
for prprootmjg . Ghriftian Knowkge* And 
I believe it has been frequently publiih^ 
ed .by ' itfelf at ^hrewibury ; and m^. be 
had I iinagijie at ftny ,timc. 

HAVINO 

• • • 

* MS Account penes Mr. Morris, * 
' • Ibid, 
p Tefte Charles Edwards., 
« MS Account penes Mr. Morris^ '&c« 
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H AV I N G thus aitend^ tbia 
fubjedt to the prefent time, and given 

the befl hiftorical dedtidlion of it^ in my 

« 

power ; I ihall beg leaVe to hazard fome 
few reflexions upon it» and fubmit them 
to the judgment and candid toniideration 
of the public. 

I begin with obfefving, that the Britiih 
verfioii of the Bible done in the manner,- 
and under fuch cirtumftances as have 
been mentioned^ does great honor to the 
perfons who unidertook and effected it. It 
does honor to their piety and patriotifm* 
It does honor likewife to their literary a- 
bilities, and to the knowlege of the 
times* 

. Our tranllators were men of real learn- 
ing and knowlege. Salefbury we havd 
feen was a perfon of liberal education 4 
He feem^ to have been a good linguiil 
for the age in which he lived : and hi$ 
tranflation was made diredly i^om the 
Greek collated with the Latin. Bifliop 
J>avies was employed in tranflating, from 

1 the 
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the Hebrew into Englifh^ part of the 

.Old Tcftament, for what is called Paf-» 

ker's or the Bifhop's Bible'. Parry, 

Wood tells us, was on account of his 

learning promoted by King James to the 

See of St. Afaph '. Dean Goodman, Dri 

Powel, Dr. John Davies and others, af- 

fiftants in this bufinefs, are known to 
' • • . ... 

have been men of good literature, and 
general knowlege. And I conclude froni 
various confiderations, that Df. Morgan 
was a perfon of found learning, and well 
acquainted with the original languages 
of the Old and New Teftament; 

He was a Cantabrigian. But Cam*? 
bridge has had no Wood, no Athena 
Cantabrigienfes : for want of which, we 
are often at a lofs for little anecdotes re- 
lating to fuch as are brought up, at that 
univerfity. Here however Morgan had 
his education ; and here he received the 
teftimonials ufually given, in thefe feat^ 
of learning, to capacity and iniprovemcnt* 
After this, we hear nothing of him till 

he 

\ / Burnet, Lewis, &c. 

• Athcn. Oxon. vol. i. p. 727, 



[ 59 1 

he is encouraged, at his living fome .hun*^. 
dreds of miles from the capital, as a pro- 
per perfon to undertake the tranflation of 
the Bible, efpecially of the Old Tcfta^ 
ment into the Britifh tongue. His en- 
couragers and approvers are an Archbi- 
ihop, two Bifhops and others, pcrfons of 
learning themfelves, and proper judges of 
learning and merit of this kind in others, 
iVpd when he had compleated his ver- 
fion. Queen Elizabeth gave him a bi- 
fhopric, as the due reward of his labor. 
Thefe are ftrong prefiiniptions of his be- 
ing equal to the work he undertook. Bc- 
fides, there are I think internal proofs, 
in the tranilation'itfelf, of its being made 
diredly from the original. I cannot reacl 
the Firft Chapter of Genefis in H?brevy 
and in Welih without coming to this 
^onclufion. Every competent judge of 
this matter may perhaps be fatis:(ie4 here- 
of, by the turn of one fentence fre-* 
g[uently repeated in that fhapt^r \ Here 

I % the 

f yer.5, 8, 13, &c. 
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the Welfh is more like the original than 
}ipy modem tranflation I know. 

I fhould not have taken notice of thefe 
things, had it not been for an idle ftory 
recorded in Ames "; which feems to infi- 
nuate, that Morgan tranflated only from 
the Englifh. It is grounded on a fmgle 
word. Rev. chap. v. ver. 8. of the edition 
of 1588 s and not as Ames has it, of the 
Teftament of 1567. Here, inftead of 
Pbialau the Welih for (futKoLi in Greeks 
or vials in Englifli, Cryt^au is ufcd, 
which fignifies violins i and this is fup- 
pofed to haye happened, through the 
tranflator's having only the Englifh be- 
fore him ; and miftaking eyen that, and 
taking vials for viols^ and that again for 
violins^ and then rendering it Crythau. 
This undoubtedly is a very grofs miftake: 
but >vhomfoever it may afFeft, it fhould 
not affbift Morgan 1 who did not tf anf- 
late the Revelations, nor the New Tefta- 
pient. Nor -docs it afFeft the real tranf- 

liters 

* Typogr. Amiq. p* 32r» 
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|at(wrs of Aat part of fcripturt. In di^p 
firft edition it is printed right. It is Phia^ 
lau and nc* Ctythau : and the introduc- 
tion of it into the next imprefiion cannot 
have proceeded from ignorance i but may 
have been the efcA of extreme careleff- 
jaefs, or which may be more likdy^ of 
meer wantonnefs. 

Again, I cwnot help lamenting the 

difadvantages of my countrymen in this 

> 

reaped, ioc a confiderable time after the 
refcnnation, and in ibme meafure even 
to this day. Their fell ow-fubj efts in 
England had great numbers of Bibles 
of different prices and bulk publifhed in 
the reigns of Elizabeth, of Edward VI. 
and of Henry VIII. In -the next cen- 
tury, they had as I may fay an infinite 
quantity, not only of books, but of edi- 
tions printed for their ufe. At prefent, 
(befides what is done in Scotland and 
elfewhere) the jwefs is continually going 
at three different places in England for 
0iis end. Their fuppl^es are as various^ 

as 
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as they can wifh : they are as regular and 
as plentiful a^ the harveil^ or their daily 
bread. But for the fupply of Wales. 
there was but one quarto impref&on of 
the New Teftament ; and one more of the 
whole Bible in folio (probably neither oC 
tbci|i numerous) during the courfe of 
the fixtcenth century. . They had no 
Bible of a portable fize and of eafy pur- 
ehafe^ for near one hundred years after 
the reformation. They had but two folio 
and four o<%avo impreffions, in 9II the 
&venteenth» and till a good way in the 
eighteenth century. The whole number 
contained^ in thefe feveral impreflionsj^ 
might amount to about thirty thoufand 
Bibles J which, if they had come out all 
together, and were divided among three 
hundred thoufand inhabitants, would be 
only one book between half a fcore per- 
fons. But that would be a wrong me- 
thod of calculation in this cafe. Thisi 
may be the fum of what came out at 
diiferent periods, during one hundred and 
fifty years. Some part of whiqh time^^ 

there 
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there might not be as many Bibles zi 
parifhcs^: and perhaps no fingle fupply 
before this century yielded more than at 
the rate of ten iooks, fonie of them 
probably not above ^ve books y for a 
parifh. 

Happily > the ftate of things at prefent 
is diJSferent. There have been four im- 
preffions within the fpace of the laft fifty 
years ; two of them very numerous, con- 
taining as many as all the editions before 
1700. But ftill there is not the plenty, 
nor the variety enjoyed in other parts of 
the kingdom. There is frequent fcarcity 
and dearth : generally fpeaking and for 
years together, there is no Bible to be had, 
except by accident. The fupplies of it^ 
when they come, come by intervals, and 
at confiderable diftances : they proceed 
from did benevolent, the generous efforts 
of particular perfons or focieties, which 
are irregular and uncertain: and which 
if they are plentiful, and efpecially if the 
books are given away, occafion a gliit foi: 
the prefent ; and in few years want ^gain. 
: . Con- 
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Confidering the prevailing charitabte 
difpofition of the times/ I cannot prefage 
any thing rery bad in this cafe» for the 
future. Suppoiing this difpofition to 
continue, no fcarcity or want will long 
remain unprovided for. But ftill I could 
Wiih to fee this matter fet upon £!)me- 
what a different footing. Inftead. of fup^ 
plieSy be they ever fo large» thrown out 
at long and uncertain intervals, . I could 
wifh to have fupplies regular and ftated: 
I could yrifh to have fupplies for the 
people in general, and not for any de^* 
. nomination or part of them only ; fup^ 
plies adequate to the wants, at leaft to 
the demands of the country ; and fo dif** 
pofed, that any perfon miay hare recourfr 
to them/ ^md procure any quantity he 
pleafesy either for himfelf or others. Such 
is the ftate of this matter in England : 
iiich I wi{h it to be in Wales : but fuch 
hitherto it has not. been^ 

The printers to the King's moft escdi^ 
lent Majefty have had a fucceflion ci pa^^ 
tents, to the exclufion of all others, cx^ 

cept 
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tept the two Univerfitics, for printing 
Bibles &c in the Englijh tongue. One 
or two of thefe patents^ in a reign of pa- 
tents and of James the Firft fay ; or in 
any other language 'i Thefe patents, it is 
faid, convey an exclufive right to print 
Wclfh Bibles. I would fay nothing to 
the contraryi I only wifh the patentees 
would be fo good as to take* full poffef- 
iion of their right,, and put it to fome 
ufe. Hitherto they do not feeni xo have 
done iti In one hundred and fifty, ot 
two hundred years time; they have 
printed (at their own rifk and charge) 
as many Bibles for Wales, as they have 
printed Hebrew Teftaments for the 
Jewifh Synagogue : that is, none at alL 
As to the folio editions, it may not be 
quite fo plain 3 but as to the odlavos, wc 
know at whofe expence they were print- 
ed* Suppofiog the patent- makers ori- 
ginally meant to convey this right i if 
it is not taken up, there may be fome 
. . . K danger 

* Bafkett v. Univerfity of Cam. iil Burrow's Rc^f 
ports, vol. iii and in Burn's Ecclcf. Law, vol. i. p. 347* 
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dangei!' of incurring a forfcittirer if a 
non^ufer fhoald not be incurred already; 
But I would make no obje&ion to any 
thing, provided. the.. country be duly jfiip-t 
pUed^ Bv^t if it is not fupplied ^ and if 
its not being fupplied be owing to. any 
ixchifive grant far printing*^ there, is 
dien ground of complaint i there, is a 
grievance, d natianal grievance, which 
iktght to be fedreiled. 

Biit it will be iaidy patents like pen-* 
fion$ are beneficial things. If they are 
not for iho honor,, they ihould be for the 
profit of the penfionee, or the patentee< 
No grants made to a meritorious ^rantee^ 
fliQuld be to his detrmient^ And no pa-»' 
teut can be. fuppofed : tcx ol)lige a gentle*^ 
man ta dxx any thing Ur his own hurt.- 
Very, true. And I imagine the .obftrucr^ 
tion in this caie arifes, from want of fuf-* 
ficient profit attending itr I do not 
tmderftand this bufii^fs of printing, I 
will however venture to fay, that it feem£^ 
very ftrange to me, that this matter 
ihould not promote private profit and ftd-^ 
vantage, as well as public benefit. 
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: Suppofe ih two hundred years ^Umb, 
oi fince the reformation, fixty or' feventy 
thouiand Welfh Bibles to have been 
printed : this> though little in compari- 
fon with the wants of the country, is yet 
a coniidera1>le number, and at the rate of 
f&ree or four hundred Bibles per annum : 
befides Teftaments and Common-Prayer- 
Bookis. More than this : fince the year 
1746, no lefs than thirty thottfind of 
thefe Bibles haire been printed: In the 
prefentyear of 1768, arid fohic years back, 
that is in twenty, years time and uitder, 
they are all taken up and not a book 
left for fale. Inquiry has beeii made in 
London, and not one is to be found ; and 
Ifi believe none in the country, except by 
accident. Now this is at the rate of j^ 
teen hundred books per annum : &ould thd 
itated demand be only two-thirds, or but 
one half of that number, even that would 
be confiderable ; and it may be imagin* 
ed worth any one's while to attempt to 
fatisfy, Thoufahds of Engli/h Bibles are 
given- away annually by generous indi- 

K 2 viduals 
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viduals and by generous Societies ; and I 
cannot help thinking but fome hundreds 
in the Welih language would be annually 
diftributed by focieties or individuals of 
fuch . a difpofition, if they might have 
them for that purpofe at a moderate 
price* 

« 

But to any provifion whatever of this 
kind for the inhabitants of Wales, it is 
objedled : I'bat it would be the beji way to 
prevail with them to negleSl and forget their 
another 'tongue — to learn and become well 
acquainted with the Englijh language-^and 
thus in time to become of one fpeecby and 
more entirely one people with the reji of their 
fellow-fubjeSis, This feems to be the wifli 
and defire of many at prefent : and this 
feems to have been the aim and intention 
of government ever fince the reformation* 
For this end, an Adt of ; Parliament al-^ 
ready mentioned requires Engliih Bibles 
and. Englifti Common Prayer Books to 
be fet up and remain in every church 
gnd chapel throughout that country i 

And 
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And with this view, have been projcd- 
ed and attempted methods taken notice 
of, by the patriotic and Jpirited Author 
of Confiderations on the Illegality rf pre^ 
f erring Clergymen unacquainted with the 
Weljh, &c. 

This is a principal point, and it has 
materially afFcdled this fubjedt from firit 
to laft. It has in fadl deprived that 
people of the adminijiration of jujHce in 
their own tongue. And it was like to 
have prevented their ever hearing the 
laws of God and the gojpel of Chri/ly as 
well as the laws of the landy in their own 
language. 'This, it is faid, was folemnly. 
debated at a very honorable board in Q^ 
Elizabedi's time. From the iflue of this 
debate, and from Dr. Morgan's dedica- 
tion, I conclude that her Majefty was on 
the fide of Wales, upon this bccafion. 
Her fucceffor here trod in her fteps. K. 
James, though he iffued out no com- 
mands about the Wclih, as he did about 
the Englifh Bible, yet was gracioufly 
pleafed to acquiefce in the publication of 
jf* Twp Archbifhops pf Canterbury at 

leaft 
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leaft have thought it right that the WtL(h 
flurald have a Bible. One diftinguiA^ 
patriot and peer of the realms fever^ 
biifaopsy and many private gentlettiea are 
mentioned as patrons and abettors oit 
this fide : I have wifhed^ I have tried tQ 
find out others on the fame iide^ but can 
find none : here hiftory is filent; and | 
mufl be filent alfo. 

It will be more agreablc to me» an4 
more to mjr purpofe to remove^ if I am 
able^ this capital objection againft the 
publication of the Britifh Bible, -Fof 
this purpofe I ihall attempt to ihtw--*fJbe 
in/ignificance of the end here intended^— 
the impropriety and inefficacy of the mea-* 
fures here propoied to accomplijh this endi 
fuppofing the end to have been ever fq 
important— -and that there are othdr me-r 
thods much more fuitabk^ and that wil^ 
be more effeStual to anfwer this end. 

Whatever veneration i may havp 
for my mother's tongue ; fi>r an ancient^, 
expreifive^ and ionorous lan^age; the 
original^ and once the general language 

of 
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t>f this country^ and perhaps of Europe / 
I would yet- willingly give it up for im- 
portaaty foi^ valuaWfe con£iderations< The 
objedion propofes the forgetting of the 
Welfh and the learning of the Englifh a^ 
fomcthing good and beneficial; as beji 
for fomebody* Let us confider therefore 
the advantages attending it : and who are 
like to receive the benefits 

Thefe^ advantages cannot extend to all 
die numerous fubjedts of his moft gra*' 
cioiiis Majcfly King George^ throughout 
the fevefal parts of hie-extcnfive domi'- 
nion^« This, is • of no nfiore confecpence 
to the generality of them, than to the 
dwelkra inr Mefopotamia, or in Patagonia^ 
Not to'^fpeak of our American colonifts^f 
(whd I dare fay care yery little what Ian-* 
guage is ufed among the mountains of 
Wale9)-^Not to fay any Aing of our feK» 
low*fttb^e^s at a great diftance — What 
doth it* fignify. to a perfon refiding in 
Scotland^ in Yorkfliire, in London, or 
cveA in Briflol ; whether the inhabitants 
of Yfcyrid-Faur^ or of Pen-Man-Miur 

* ^ talk 
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talk Welfh or any other language to thelf* 
own families or neighbors ? Whether 
they pray to God^ read his word, op 
tranfadt their civil affairs in their own, or 
in the Englifh tongue? If they could 
talk twenty languages, or do their bufi- 
nefs without any language, it is nothing 
to thofe who have no connexion, or cor-*- 
refpondence with them. To fuch as have 
occafion to go into that country, whe- 
ther North or South-Britons: to itine- 
rants in law, in phyfic, or divinity: to 
itinerants for bufinefs, for curioiity, for 
fome purpofe, or to no purpofe,* it may 
be of confequence. It might be well, 
it would be convenient for them, if his 
Majefty's good fubje£ts in Wales were all 
Englifh : but however it can Iwdly be 
defired, that a whole nation fhould for- 
get their own tongue, and leam. another 
for them: and the only reafonable and 
cafy method, for removing this inconve- 
ixience would be for fuch perfbns; before 
they go to that country, to take care to 
learn Welfh, 

• If 
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• 1? this is of little or no confequence 
to his Majefly's fubjeds refiding in Eng- 
land j Scotland &c: let us confider what 
ftiay be -the coiifcquence, with regard to 
fuch of thefe as are refiding in Wales j, 
the people here particularly interefted. 
Here again I own it feems to me of very 
Kttle moment ; I mean to thefe who are 
jfefidents, or ftay at home ; who in every 
country mUft be by far the majofity. The 
general, the common bufii^fs dnd con-- 
cerns of civil, of religious and focial 
life may be tranfadledj I fuppofe, as well 
in Welfli as in Englifh. A Cambro-^ 
Briton nlay mind his farm and his mer-^ 
chandife, if he has any ; he may fow his- 
corn and bring home his harvefl: ; he may 
live as long, and do as much good, with 
only his own mother- tongue, as if he had 
twenty tongues befides* But as to fhofe 
who are non-refidents, who leave their 
native country and come over to Eng-*. 
land ; as to thofe who crofs the Severn,: 
the Wye or the Dee ; thofe who come 
up to IrOildon^ and have z mind to di- 

L ftinguifh 
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ftinguiih themfelv^ in the metropolis : 
to them the Welfh, or another language^ 
is not indifferent. The Englifti is of 
^d vantage^ is neqeffary, and it ia thek^ 
perfonal concern tp learn and attaiii it. 

This matter in this way of confidering 
iU cannot appear of any great confa- 
quence. It is a m^r q^^ir of conve^ 
nience, of convenience compwativeily to. 
few, to one in a hundredj to threes thou-^ 
fand, may be, out, of three hundred thou-^ 
fand inhabitants ; to whom in general 
it is of little importance^ It. might bo 
convenient, if all the world . wa?. aow> 
as it was in the day$ of Noah^ of onet 
fpeech and of one laiiguage. Thi^ tiaigl^t 
facilitate travelling; it might pro^BOte^ 
trade and correfppndence among, tl» dif-' 
ferent countries and nations- of the earth : 
but for all that, I never h^ard of aj»yv 
law made, n<?r of any bill brought in*^ 
any Senate j for extirpating tongues ia ge-> 
neral, and eftablifhiQ^ fdme one CQmmeA 
and univerfal language. If a fom^ ddcrea 

may have bepn proper for the. puipofe 

of 
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of extirpating tht Welfli toftgucs; Why 
not anodier equally fortnal and Weighty 
to abolifti all dialeds of the Englifh but 
one ? to put an end to Irifh inaccuracies 
and blunders ? and to give a put-e jpror 
Aundation and a fweet acceftt to the in-t 
habitantiB &f Edinburgh, of Northurtl- 
berland or Devonfliire ? Again, 

li^ we grant eSe^ end here to be Worthy 
and of greater importance than it feems 
to be; the methods made.ufe of to ac- 
tomplifli this end will yet remain very 
im^proper and difproportioned. To bring 
about ah uniformity of language between* 
two neighbouring nations, fubjedls erf the 
fame fovereigni in a ftate of perfed: har- 
mony and peace : What mtift be done ? 
Why, "the Holy Bible touft be with-held 
from one of them > the word of God muft 
be withdrawn from one people, till they ' 
can aB underftand it, rn another tongue : 
that is, it muft be for ever wJth-held 
from thoufands who never can, nor will 
learn any other. To defcribe here, is to* 

L 2 ex- 
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cxpoft. The very naming of thcfe 

means n^uft furely be fufficient to (hew 

them to be, to- the laft degree, improper 

and prepofterous. They afFe(5l the reli-r 

gion of a people ; they infringe the rights 

of confcience ; they interfere with theii^r 

duty to God, the care of their fouls, and 

their eternal falvation: with which no, 

fchemes of human policy fhould interfere, 

m any, account^ much lefs on .account 

pf a meer trifling convenience, 

, Here lies the great, the unanfwerablq 

objedlion to thcfe meafures for a change 

of language, f hey afFed:, they deprive 

a man of, what he cqnfiders ^ eiTential 

to his moft iniportant intereils for ^ 

. trifl^v for nothing to hini. He is t)orn 

in a certain country, he learns the laurr 

guage of his parents^ and pf his country, 

as naturally and as innocently, as he fucks 

his mother's breafts, or breaths the com-! 

' mon air. He has neither opportunity nor 

ability to learn any other, .^pngye. And 

what is the confequence ? He muft never 

heaj: of a Savior or falva^ion: not be- 
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caufe Ae gofpcl was ixever heard in the 
land : nor becaufe he is under an And- 
chriftian government. No. His ifupe-^ 
riors are Chriftians, are Proteftants : the . 
gofpel is in his neighbourhood ; and may 
be. preached in his language as well as 
in any other. But it muft not be read 
nor preached in it ; becaufe j fhpuld it be, 
it will obftrudl the fpread and progrefs of 
another language. Thus difproportioned 
are the means to the end. They appear 
hi^ly abfurd and prepofterous, when 
confiderpd only in their afpeft or relation 
©ne to another. 

; They appear ftill worfe, if coniidered 
as coming from a Chriftian magiftracy or 
government. They arp diametrically op- 
jpofite to the genius and fpirit of Chrif- 
tianity. The wife, the divine author of 
that fchenqie of grage and of mercy con- 
ferred upon . his minifters the gift of 
tongues, the poyrer of conveying their 
dodtrines and inftru<3ions in every lan- 
guage : that they might fpeedily ^read 
)jis religion among the heathens. Per- 

feftly 
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fbt^Iy needlefs fuch a meaTure^ lay tkd 
wiiier abettors of this fcheme. Letipeo** 
pb forget their orig^ial language : . let 
^em endeavor to learn and become ac-« 
quainted with another : and then> if 
they live long enough : let them be in« 
ftruded in the principles and duties of 
Chriiliianity. This is the genuine voice 
and language of fuch a conduit ; and t 
know no way of excufing or palliating 
thefe meafures^ except upon the prin-* 
eiplesr of heathenifn^ or popciy. If the 
defigti was to abolifh Chrifllanity> and to 
introduce the Pagan religion ; then let the 
Bible be taken away from the people^ 
Or^ if the deiign was to extirpate the 
Proteftant religion, and to promote thft 
eftabliftimerit and growth of popery ; then 
let the light of the fcriptures be put. but ;t 
and let the word of God be had only m 
a language not underflood. This in a 
Papift piay be the more readily excuicdr 
and tolerated, as it is perfeftly in cha- 
ra^er. He is engaged in an oppofition^ 
he avows an oppofition to fcripture ; and 

woul4 
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TMdulidr witkolcl it not only JGtRsm (me\ but 
from e^erj^ nadoo. He is conftfteht, h<8 
is unifbrnr and mipartial, in his chmity to 
this light of the- word; and ih- \m at-« 
taohme^t: to dadcnefs* andi ignotanee^ Bat 
iri : ar Proleftant this is inexcufablfe. It ig 
not ta be tol&f^edi. . It is contrary to his 
profcffion arnd. principlesv For hiifei to 
withold the Bible front a part- of ^ a kingu 
dom/orof a people; is not only a 4ittie 
pitiful partiality; but quite ittcoilfiftttrt 
l^ith his religit>arand charadJer«i , 

AftB:R alii thefe diipifoportipn^d an9 
prepofteroiK, thefe unprM^Jhnt raad un^ 
chrijiian mohcids;^ thou|g^: pvirfi>ed^ ^^ith 
ngor and' feveidt3r| will net if^ure th\ 
end', propafed. Suppofe i^khtfr tlfe n^too 
nor the religion of Chrift to teJcnowa^Hf 
heard » of; in the prrnci|)alk]f/ of Wales 5. 
3ret the language oi^ it might fubfiiib» and 
^^•beHeee woul4 fubfifti in fpite bf. every 
effort of thifi nature to deftroyfit- * Violent 
loeitfuF&s hardlyrever'^aflifwfer the expe^a^ 
6on; In general ?th«y fooa fpeild th^n^^ 

felves 



[ 8o ] 

{thcs and end in nothing. They may def 
nufchief ; they may diflrefs a perfon or sb 
party } they may fhew the diipofition and 
temper of the times ; or ^ they may gratify 
the rage of a perfecuting tyrant : and but 
very little more« The thing principally 
aimed at is yet unaccompli£hed, perhaps^ 
retarded and not forwarded. Witncfs. 
the heathenifh perfecutions of the apoftles 
and prinaitive difciples of Chrift. Wit-^ 
nefs Chriftian perfecution$ of Heathens^ 
of Jews, and of one another. Witnefs 
Popifh perfecutions of Protcftantsj and 
Proteftant perfecutions of their dWn 
members and of Papifts. I don't meam 
to infinuate, that any fiich violence and* 
feverity has been pradtifed, in the prefent 
cafe. I only fay, that fuppofe they had" 
been pra<flifed, they would very probably 
have proved fruitlefs and ihefFedfcual. 

Brkons in Wales, without the Biblef,.. 
preferved Aeir language, and diftindtion*- 
for hundreds of years, preceding the Re-^ 
formation. The inhabitants of the Iffe 
of Man have never had a Bible, in their 

mother-* 
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jbaothefi^tongue ; yet they have retalnecj 
iXy through many generations down tp the 
pfefent tin^e* A^d now at laft, in the 
eighteenth century of Chriflianity, they 
are like to begin to read the fcripture in 
their own language* I don't find, that 

4here has been above one edition of this 

lit . ^ . \ 

jbook evejr printed; for the ufe of Scotland 
and Ireland: yet the Irifh or Erfe inha-^ 
i)itants of both thefe counftries 4o ftil^ 
retain the^ir original language. They ufe 
it in conimon at this day; ^d abundance 
of them uxiderftand not a word of Eqglifh* 
This probably, may I not fay ? this qer- 
tainly, would, jiave been the cafe with 
^he iohabitants of Wales, if they h^d 
never been favoured with the word of 
God.. T^^ ^c Ae mpft conifidefa,ble 
xbody of ancient Gelt^ on the face of the 
•earth. They are much more immerous 
than the Maaks.. They are more confi- 
*derablfi ibr number than the Erfe in Scot^ 
land, <>r their brethren in Ireland, They 
are n;^pre colle(fled together, and more 
diftind: from their neighbours, than either - 

M of 
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cf the two laft mentioned people. AM 
for that very rcafon I conclude, that they 
would have retained their- language to 
this day, though they never had had a 
Britifh verfion of the Bible. 

It will be faid, the Corhifh have whol-- 
ly forgot theif original tongue, and arc 
become entirely Englifh. I know its 
but I will not allow this to be entirely^ 
if at all owing to the non-exiftence of 
thfc fcripture in Cornifli. Other caufes 
Ynore fuitable, more efficacious, may be 
iiffigned for this event. The inhabi^^ 
iants of ComWal are not fo numerous as 
the inhabitants of Wales. They were 
never fo diftin£t and feparate from others, 
as their brethren on the other fide of th^ 
Briftol channel. No Offds dyke in that 
fart- of Britain. Hhey have never been 
cooped in by hedges and ditches y .cr^a^ 
t her barriers lefs rufiic indeed ^ but smfi 
difagreeable and hojiile. Hhey hvere ne-- 
ver Jlaughtered by multitudes for afqng ^ 
^bey were never punijhed for being Cor^ 

r Welih. Bards maflacred by Edward I. 
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%i(h: never excluded tie prgteSlion of g^^ 
vernment: never denied legal redrefs <m 
complaints of injufiice find opprej^n: nor 
ever difqualified as a people^ by jU^s of 
Parliament J from holding places of honor ^ 
or of prof t in any part oftb^ kmgdom \ 

Tfefabfeicc pf thcfe tibings, with re--, 
gard to Cornwall kjept ppen a , frec( 
ccmimunication with England j . and fa-> 
dlitated a coalition and fameqefs of lan-i, 
guage. Commerce^ and a reciprocatioii 
of benefits/ al'wr^ys iUbiiftecL , between 
that county and the counties adjoining :/ 
and the. Gornifh tongue gradually and 
iofenfibly gave way to the fuperior get* 
mus: of the EnglKh. Four hundred 
years ago, it fcems to have extended 
much beyond the prefeht limits of th^ 
county. In Richard of Cirenccfter's 
map % Somerietfhire was occupied by the 
Cimbrif probaWy the Cornifh, who., ar^ 

Ma fine? 

* Statutes of Henry IV. and Gxecfs of Prince 
Llewelyn, &c. in Powers Hiftory of Walc5, p. 346^ 

* Abaut the year ) 340. 
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flhce retired beyond the Tamar ; but {a 
idfehfiblyy that hiftory has tikth no titi^ 
tibe of thfeir retreat. ' tn the laft century 
they retaiqed fornething of their original 
tongue 5 but at prefent it is quite ex^ 
tin£t ^ : and this feems to ha?e been the 
natxu-al and fure effefts of their friendly 
intercourfe with their neighbours; 

But the exiftence of tl^ above re« 
ftridions and hardfliips IcHig prev^ted 
the fame tSk&s from taking place> with 
regard to the principality^ While thefe 
reftraintsi &c cdntinued, they promoted 
enmify ^d refehtmeht; th^ wett the 
occafion of il} bldod and ill offices.; of 
endlds depredations and mifchiefs. They 
feem to have fubiifted with the greatefl 
rigor and feverity under the princes of 
the houfe of Lancafteri^ probably on ac-^ 
count of the attachm^ilt of the. Welih 
to the contrary party; pnder the Tu* 
dors> they were partly Tepealed» arid it 
n^ay be . totally difufed j but yet they 
were not entirely abrogated, till the year 

1623^ 

* Borlafc's Nat. Hift. of ebrhwal, p. 31 &• ' 
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1623*: not a century and a; half ago. 
They ftill fubfift in the ilatute^ books of 
this reahn $ to (btvr, we will iuppoiej Jb(m 
fuips&s of England were tt-eatedin days oj 
yore. I would beg leavfe tb fecemmend 
the' printing of them in future — not in 
hlack-^hxxt in red lettfcrs*~as mor<p de* 
icriptive of their true chaf-adler and Dra-^ 
CMif ibverity : and the better td diftinguifh 
them, from the more equal and more gen^ 
tie laws oiBriiunnia to her children, 

TnobGH difagreeablr^ it w'as nefceflary 
to take notice of thefe particulars 5 in or-* 
der to come at the real caufe^ of the ex* 
tintftion of the Cornilh^ and of the pre- 
ferVation of the Brit^fli tongtie, Fof the 
rcafons abo^ementioned, the ftale of the 
two language* muft be very different^ at 
the time of the Reformation. The Cor-^ 
nifh had been long on the decline^ and 
i|vas approaching' to its exit ; but the 
Welfli was in full ftrength and vigor. 
The people of the former langttage> as 

ac- 

f li James I. chap. 28. 
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acquainted in general with the Englifh^ 
might do without any verlion of the 
fcFipture for their uie« The other people 
wanted it, and had it ^ but notwithilahd- 
ing that, didr language has ever iince 
been on the decline. And {o little ha& 
die Bible affeded this inatter, that the 
language has declined the inoft^.whea 
there has been the greateft quantity of 
Welfh Bibles. Sipce the commencement 
of this century, the Wclfh tongue has 
loft, and the English hath gained ground 
mofc than, in any other period of the fame 
duration. The caufes of this decay o£^ 
the one, and of the progre& of the other^ 
are in my view of the matter the prefent . 
good underfkinding and iriendflup, the 
prefent daily intcrcourfe and rcciproca-i 
tion of benefits happily fubfii^ing he-r 
tween the two nations. May this diipo-f 
fition and condudt ever fubiift ! May this ■. 
temper and behavior ever continue and 
prevail ! though this declining condition ; 
of the language {hould prove mortal and 
end in its death. 

Though 
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■ ^ ^Though I muft confefs, when I coii"* 
fider the prefent ftate of the trade and 
intercourfe between thefe two nations ; 
I cannot fee that England will gain mueh 

• • • 

Iby the utter extinction of the Britifh 
tongue. 

From Chepftow weftWsird; round 
f)y Milford to Holy-head and Cheftfet; 
Wdes is environed by the Briftol and thd 
Irifh channel, or the ocean. In dl this 
length of coaft, not a Wclfh veffel is W 
be feen bound to or from any diftant part 
of the globfe J and hartJly a bttat or t 
coafter, excejpt for London, Briftol; «oi^ 
fome other place in Engkiid. Through- 
out the whole extent of th^ prindpality, 
hardly a perfon is to be {ten but has 
fometbingf and many of them have /zA- 
moft every thing Englifi about themv 
The lower and midling fort of people 
may be clad in cloth, flannel, &:c. manu-^ 
fadtured at home : the inhabitants of the 
towns, and the gentry in the country 
may eat their own bread and mutton, and 
drink their own home*brewed ale : but 

in 



in general they are clodied aftef* the ^g^ 
liftf^ fafh^oii, and in the manufadiiures 
of Englaod. Hen^ce mofi of the* gopds 
in every {hop in that country. Hei^ce 
Uie principal of their clothings of their 
furniture, and of their beverage, .ficc* 
Hence many of the articles pf common 
life, an4 all the articles pf luxury. I 
^ould fain know,. *wbat England would 
have ignore ? What more could it hav^, if 
every individual in ,th^t coujitry fpake 
Diothing but English? What more can 
Its trading cities and towns expert, fropa 
9py part of the king's domii\ions ? 
. Ireland and Scotland wear much of 
their own manufai^ures ; and proyi^^ 
confiderably for others. . Scarce .ji C5)unty 
orconfidorable village in England but is 
noted, for fome par.ticulv nis^ufa&ure 
end vticlc of comJoouercc. But :Wals^ 
manufaiftures next \6 nothing: its Ifoq,- 
its moft coniiderable article, it wo^ks 
little farther thap to make horferiboe^ 

* • 

and plow-£harcs. What, is wiihed to takp 

place and to continue, but wiihed pi^r 

haps 
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haps In vain^ with regard to our coloniefi 
in America, is afhially, is notorioufly the 
c^ in, the Principality. It fends to Eng*- 
land for every thing. Whatever reproach 
this may be to the Welfti ; it is no dif- 
honor, at leaft no diiad vantages to the 
Engliih-T'Sind they know their interefts 
too well not to ftipply every demand 
readily and plentifully. And Welfh Bi- 
Wes, • confidered as an article of com- 
merce, may have been perhaps the only 
commodity they ever granted grudgingly 
©r sparingly, 

Upoi< the whole, in whatever view I 
confider this defign of difcontinuing the 
language of Wales, and of eftablifhing 
the Englifh in its ftead ; I cannot think 
it any way fo important as is pretend- 
ed. It feems to me to be very immate- 
rial, efpecially to England y and I fhould 
therefore be a good deal unconcerned a- 
bout it. But when I confider the mea- 
fures propofed to accomplifli this end, I 
fan no longer be indifferent. I feel, I a- 

N vow 
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VOW a warmth and emotion ; and I think 
it becomes me. Was I an Englishman 
or a Scotchman, my feelings here, I ap-*- 
prehend, would be . the fame. And I 
ihould look upon it as a duty, to the ut- 
moft of my power, to bear a public tefti-*- 
mony againft meafures fo prepofterous 
and inefFedtual ; againft meafures of fuch 
pernicious and deftru£tive confequences ; 
againft meafures tending, not to . aryTwer 
the end propofed, or to make the people 
of Wales ceafe to be Welfh, and become 
£ngli(h — but tending to make them ceale 
to be Proteftants— to make them ceafe to 
be Chriftians— ceafe to he loyal fubjffts 
and good nien. 
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APPENDIX. 
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Dedication prefixed to the New 
leftament printed in 1567. 

To the moft visrtuous and noble Prince 
Elizabeth, by the grace of God» 
of England, Fraunce and Ireland^ 
Qu££N£, defender of the Faith &c. 

WH E N I call to remembrance, as 
well the face of the corrupted re* 
ligion in England, at what tyme Paules 
Churcheyarde in the citie was occupied by 
makers of alabafter images to be fet up 
in churches ; and they of Patef-nofter- 
rowe earned their lyving by makyng.of 
Pater-hofter bedes onlyi they of Auc^ 
lane by felling Auc-bedes ; of Cred^-lane 
by makying Crede-bedes: as alio the 
vaine rites. crepte into our countrey of 

N 2 Wales, 
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WalcSi whan, inftcadc of the lyvjmg God# 
men worfhippcd dead images of' wood 
and ftones, belles and bones, with other 
fiich uncertain reliques I wot not what : 
and withal confider oUr late general re- 
volt from Goddes moft holy worde once 
receaued, and dayly heare of the lyke en-^ 
forced uppon our brethern in forain cpun- 
tryes, having moft pitepufdy fufteined 
great calamities, bitter afflictions and 
xncrciles' perfecutions ; under which yerye 
many doc yet ftyll remaine: I cannot, 
moftChriftiaa Prince, ahd gracious So- 
ueraine, but even as dyd the poore blynde 
Bartimeus'or Samaritane lepra to our Sa« 
ui<»ir, fo I com before your Maicfties 
facte, and there lying proftrate^ not ondy 
foif myfelf, but alfb for the ddiuery of 
Qiany thoufandes of my coiintrey folkes, 
from the fpiritual blyndiies of ignorsfunce 
and fowl infection of olde idolatrie wd 
falfe fuperftition, moH htimbly land duti- 
fd*lly-to acknowldge yoUr incoobpatable 
bet^efite beftowed upon vs in graiinting 
ihc facrcd fcriptur^s (the veryc ftmsdie 

and 
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e&id falve of our ghoftly blyndnefs an<J le- 
pfofie) to be had in our. bcft knowen 
tongue : which as faf as euer 1 can ga- 
didt (dioughe Chrift's trcwe religion 
ibme^me fiooriihed emong our auncefters 
the aid Britons) yet were ncucr fo en- 
tierlye and uniuerfallye. had» as we now 
God be thanked have them. 

Our countreynien in tymes pafled were 
indede moft loth (and that not wy thout 
good caufe) to receaue the Roniifh reli- 
gion, and yet haue they nowe fynce (foch 
is the ddmage of euyll cuftonae) bene loth 
to forfake the fame, and to r<eceaue the 
gofpell of Chrift. But after that thys 
nation, as it is thought, for thpir apbfla-^ 
fie had ben fore plagued Wy th long 
warres,. and finally vanquiflied and by 
rigoroule lawes kept vnder, ydt at- the 
hA, it pleiafed God of his accuftonled cle«* 
itiencie td looke down- agayne upon them, 
feikllllg a mofi: gOdly and noble DaUid 
and a ^sr^ Soloiliioifi, I meane Henty the 
Setendiind his foniie Henry the Eight,^ 
(hptil kynges of fiioft famous niemorie, 

and 
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and youifGraces father and grandfather) 
who gracioufl]f releafed their paynes and 
mitigated their intolerable burthens, the 
one with charters of liberties, and ^e 
other with Afts of Parlyament, by a- 
bandoning from them al bondage and 
thraldome, and incorporating them wyth 
his other louing fubie£ts of England. 

Thys, no doubt, was no fmall benefit 
touchyng bodyly wclth : but thys bene- 
fit of your Maieities prouidence and 
goodnefle excedeth that other fo far as 
the fbule docth the bodye. Certainc 
noble women, (whereof fome were chiefe 
rulers of thys nowe your ifle of Britain,) 
are by antiquitie vnto us for their fingu- 
ler learning and heroical vertues hyghely 
commended, as Cambra thft Fayre, Mar- 
tia the Good, Bunducia the Wariar, 
Claudia Rufina mentioned in S. Paules 
epiflle, and Helena, mother of the great 
and fyrfl Chriiftian emperor Conflantinus 
Magnus, and S, Uffula of Cornwal, widi. 
fuch other who are alfo at thys day ikyl 
renownicd : but of your Maieftie^ I xnay» 

as 
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'98 I thynk, right well ufe^ the wordes of 
' that king who furnamed himfelfe Lemuel, 
Many dougbters baue don vertuaujfy : but 
tbou furmountefi . tbem all. Fauour is 
deceiptfullf and beautie is vanitii : but a 
nvoman that fearetb the Lord^ Jhe JhaU be 
frayfed. For if M. Magdalen -for the 
bellowing of a boxe of material oynt- 
ment^ to annoynffc Chriftes carnal body, 
be fo famous thorowe out all the world 
where the gofpell is preached, howe 
muche more fhall your munificence by 
conferring the wid:ion of the holy ghoft 
to annoyndt His jfpiritual body the 
churche, be eu^r had in memorie ? 

Sut to concludie aiid to drawe neare to 
oflFer lip my vowe : wher as I, by our 
moft vigilant paftours the Bifhopes of 
Wales, am called and fubfHtuted, though 
vn worthy, fomewhat to deale in the pe- 
rufing and fetting fourth of thys fo wor- 
thy a matter, . I thynk it my mbft boun* 
den duetie here in their name, %o pre- 
fent to your Maieftie (as the chiefeft fyrft 
fruidt) a booke of the Newe Teftament 

of 



of oUr Locdfi JdVs Clirift, tnuUk^ into 
the Britifh language, -ynhkh is oi^ vuj^aie 
tongWf wyftiyng and lODil humbly pray-< 
ing> if it ihall. £j &mp gocxi tp your 
wyi^omct. that it myght remayhe in 
your M, Xibrarie» £xr a perpetuall monu^ 
nument of your gracioufe bountie {hewed 
herein to our countrey; and the churche 
of Chlift .there. And .would to &o^ that 
your Graces fubiedea . of Walei might 
alfo ' h^^ue the whoI6 booke of i Gods 
woonl: brought to like pafie: then might 
their felow fubieAos ef Englaud re?» 
ioyciqgly pronouace of them in the& 
words, TA^ ptQpk that fate m .darims% 
haue fee ft a great fyght : they that dwel- 
led in the land qf; the Jhadowi 4f dedfhi 
upon them bath tbe.lyghtjhyned^. :Bieffk4 
are the people tbaf he fox yM kJeSed (Vre 
the people^ 'wboje God is the Lqrd^ Y eai 
then woJdr^" they both together thu^ bro*. 
thcrly fay, Come^ a^ let us ga 9^ ta tie 
mountame ff the rj^ord, to ihe hdufe. of 
yaacobf and hi wyU teache us hys *wayes% 
md "we wyll walke in his pathes (ic, 

Apd 
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And thus to ende, I bejleeche AI*» 
myghtye God, that as your JGraces cir- 
cumfped: providence doth perfedtlye ac- 
€&i]ipli£h» and difcharge ybur princely vd- 
cation and gouernaunce towardes all your 
humble fubiedls; that we alio on our part 
may toward God and your highnes de- 
meane ourfelves in fuch wyfc, that his 
luftice abrydge not thefe halcyons and 
quiet days (which hetherto fince the be- 
gynning of your happie reigne haue moft 
calmely and peaceably continued) but 
that we may long cnioy your gracious- 
prefence and moft profperous reigne over* 
us : which we befeche God, for our 
Sauiour Jefus Chriftes fake mofte moxci^ 
fuUye to graimt us. Amen* 

Your Mai E ST IE* s. 

Mpft humble and 

Faithful! Subied 

William Sale{bury« 
O 
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N\ II. 

e 

'Dedication prefixed ta tht BiMe 
printed z;^ 1588. 

lUuftriflimae, Potentiffimae, Serencf- 
fimseq; Principi Elisabethje, 
Dei Gratia, Anglia,' Galliae; & 
HibernisB Reginae, Fidei verae & A- 
poftollcaB Propugnat. &c. Grati^ra 
& Benedidtionem in Domino Scm- 
piterfiam. 

QUANTUM Deo Optimo Maximo 
Majeftas veftra debeat, Auguftlfflina 
Princcps (ut 'opes potentiam & ndfnirabi- 
lem ingenii ac naturs dotem taceato) 
non folum gratia, qua apud plurim'os pol- 
let rariffima; & eruditio* qua prae caeteris 
ornatur varia ; & pax, qua prae vicinis fru- 
itur alma, ejufque . uumquam fatis admi* 
randa proteftio, qiia & "hoftes nuper fu- 
gavit atroces, & multa ac magna pericula 
lemper evafit feliciffime: verum ctiam 

cum 



[ 99 ] 

cum primis eximia ilia pietas tota orbe 
cdcbrata, qiia ipfc V. M, imbuit >& orfia^ 
vit; nee non verae rdigionis & propa- 
ga&dae & pixppugnandas :fhtdium propcn^ 
fifiimum> t|iio femper Aagraflis^ darif-^ 
fime atteftantur. 

Natn (ut 6t gentes ^tas & reliqiia prae- 
clara a vobis gefta jam prBsteream) quanit 
piam curam y^ilro^ um Britannorum ba^ 
buit V* M^ hoc unum, quod facro-fandi 
Dei verbi iaftf umenti utraque, vetus fei- 
licet & txQYfjan, una quin illo libra, qui 
precum publicarum formam> & facra-* 
mentoruxn adminiftrandorum rationem 
prxfcribit, in Britamiicum fermonem 
verti Qoa modo benigae permi&rit, fed 
fummonmi. inclytifiimi hujus regni co^ 
mitiorum autbritate folicite fanxivcrit, 
iemper conteftari valet. Quod idem no-* 
ftram ignaviam & fegnitiem fitnul pro-i 
dit/ qnod nee tarn gravi necefjitate mo-» 
veri» nee tarn conunoda lege eogi po« 
tuerimusi quin tarn diu res tanti (qua 
majoris e£k moment! nihil unquiam po^ 
tuerit) intafta pene remanferit. Nam il-t 

O a lam 



[ I<^0 ] 

lam liturgiam> cum Novo Teftaqiento 
duntaxat^ Rtverendus ille Pater Richardus, 
pias memorise Meneveniis Epifcopus (auxi^ 
liante Gulielmo Salefburio, de xu>ftra ec^ 
elefia viro optime qfierito) annis abhine 
viginti Britannice interpretatus efti 

Qua re quantum noftratibus profuerit, 
facile dici (ion poteft. Naip praeterquam 
quod vulgus noilrum> quae Britannice at^ 
que Anglice icripta tunc erant invicem 
comparantes Anglici fermonis nuper eva- 
ferunt peritiores : ad veritatem tuin do- 
cendam tum difcendam iftb labors con^* 
duxit plurimum. Tunc vero vix unus & 
alter Britannice concionari valebant, quod 
verba quibus Britannice explicanda erant 
quae in fcripturis facris facra tradEantur 
jnyfteria, vel letheis quafi aquis deleta 
prorfus evanuerant/ vel defuetudinis quo-r 
dam quail cinere obdudta atque fepulta 
jacuerant ; ut nee docentes quae vellent 
fatis aperte explicari, nee audientes quas 
explicabantur, iatis faeliciter intelligere 
valerent, Scripturarum praeterea quae ef- 
fent teftimonia, quaeve earundeni expli-» 

9ationeS| 



eationes^ fcripturis minus aiTueti dijudi*> 
eare nequibant: adeo utfo[uiml ad con-- 
clones convolarent avidly & iifdem inte- 
reflent feduli^ incerti tameh dubiique dif- 
cedebant plerique; ac fi thefaurum inve- 
niiTent amplum, quern elFodere non po-^ 
ter£tnt> aut epulis interfuiifent lautis, qui^ 
bus vefci non daretur. . 

• Jam vero, D, O. M. behignitate exi-« 
mia, veftraque ciira egregia/&; prsefulum 
iblicitudine pcjvigili, & hiijus interpretis 
labore & induftiia effoftum eft ; ut et con«- 
cioQatores longe plures paratiorefque^ & 
auditores magis deciles habeamus.. Quas 
utraque ut piis funt cordis ita adhuc e-* 
oram voto neutrum vel medibcriter ref- 
pondet. ' Quurrv enim prius illud inftru- 
mentum^ alterius occultata praedidtio, a- 
dumbrata figura^ &r indubius teftis noftra-* 
tibus haiStenus defidcretur : Quot (pro do- 
lor) exempla latent? Quot promifliones 
delitefcunt ? Quot. confolationes occul- 
tantur ? Quot dcniquc monitionibus, ex- 
hortationibus^dehortationibus^veritatifque 

leftimoniis iijvitus caret populus nofter? 

qtios 



quos y. M. rcgit» curat Sc amtt : quorum 
aetertia £du8 Safins^ fi)lu'ejufij[ue fftteilitiiHia 
inviit/ha^tennt periclitata t& pkuirailin ;) 
quum Tivat qui£}ise per fidenl^ £4es irerq 
fit ex .auditu> auditus -eCiam per verbom 
Dei^ quod hucufquc feraione peregrmodse^t 
Utefcens noflratibus parum inibnuit. 

Quum igitur reliquarutoi fcriptttranam 
interpretationem in linguam Britannicam 
tern udlein, imb iam tuectfiariam eflbVi-^ 
derem (ctii & propris imbeciUitaitis, - id 
jpfius rei oiagnitudinis^ & quorundam iii^ 
geniorum K^M^i«fi( recordatio me dm de^ 
tttrxdt\ piorum predbus acqCiiefbeas^ lit 
hoc opus graviiiimum> liideftiffimuin* 
nee non ingratifiitnum midtis; aggrBde^* 
KTy memet cxorari- pafHes fum, . Quod 
cum vlx a^reilus efiem, & rei diffic:td-> 
tate & impeniarum magnitudine pieiTua 
in limine (quod aiunt) fuccufauificm^ 
&c foltmi pentateuchum ad prelum per«<f 
duxiifem ; niii: Reverendifiihnis in Ghrffto 
Pater ^ Caatuarienfis Archiepifcopus, li^ 
terarum Mscenas optimusi vcritatis pra-« 
pugnator acenrimus^ & brdinis acdecori 

obfcr^i 

* Johsinncs Whitgift. 
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d^n^toF prudentifHrnu^ (qui ex quo 
firifiaanisy fub veftra majq|^ate, tarn pru«* 
dentiffime qilam juftiffime praefuit, noftra^ 
tium turn obedientkm turn acumen ani-i 
tnadvertens> animo benigno eos poftca 
pfofcqiratus eft : ficuti & illi ejus laudcm 
^mper decantant:) ut progredcrer efFecif- 
fct, & adjuviflct liberalitate, autoritate & 
oonjfrlio. Cnjus ad exemplum, alii boni 
viri opcm mihi maximam tulerunt. 
Quoram hortatu, induftria atque kbore 
motuj^ fultus, & adjutus fsepe ; quum non 
modo vctus ii^ftrumentum totxun inter* 
pretatus fim, fed novum etiam, inemen- 
data- quadam fcribendi ratione (qua plu- 
rimum fcatcbat) repurgaverim^ cui eadcm 
dicare fas atqua confentaneum fit> du- 
biusxhaaQto. Quum vcl meae ipfius in- 
dignitatis fummae recordor, vel Y. M . 
fpkndorem- eximium intueor, vel ipfius 
Dei (cujns vices gerit) numen quqddam 
in cadem fplendcns animad vcrto } ad tarn 
facrum accederc fulgorem refbrmida. 
Contra vero, rei ipfius dignitas (quae fiio 
quafijureveftramtutelamvendicat) novas 

inihi vires auget. Dcinde cum alteram 

inftru- 
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inftrumentum Britannlce impreiTum^ tam 
xqao, benignGjI & regio animo dignabi-^ 
mlni^ huic alium venari patronum ; & im-* 
prudentias, & injuriae, & ingratitudinis ejfle 
judico. Sic etiam qu£ inter fe tantopere 
coherent atque conveniunt^ fej ungenda 
non efft, quin^ quse revera eadem funt, 
eadem quoque in bibliotheca^ eorum re- 
ponantur excmplaria, ccnfeo. Qucxl idem 
ut Veftra cenfeat M. fupplex rogo & ob- 
teftor, necnon fummis precibus cohtendo^j 
animo benigno conatibus meis ut adipiret ^ 
quippe qui veftrarum legum autoritat^ 
nituntur, veftri populi faluti inferviunt, & 
veftri Dei gloriam Ipeftant ; quos etiam 
veftri turn pro veritate, turn in firitannos 
ftudii, monumentum perpetuum, nee non 
Britannorum erga V. M. amoris propen- 
fiffimi tefleram, fore confido. 

Si qui confenfus retinendi gratia, nof- 
trates ut anglicum fermonem edifcant a- 
digendos cCk potius^ quam fcripturas in 
noftrum fermonem vertendas efle volunt ^ 
dum unitati ftudent, ne veritati obfint 
cautiores cffe yelim : & dum concordiam 
promoyent, ne religionem amoveant, ma- 
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l^is efle folicifos 6px^ Quamvis eainfi 
c^ufdem ihfulas incol^i ejuiiiem fermonis 
& loquelas c^e m^gtiopere <i|)tandum fit ; 
«qu« tati^et) p^rpendefi^am eil^ iftiid ut 
pcarficiatur^ tftatiim ten^ris .&< n^gotU 
peti^ at interea Dei populum^ mi&rrima 
Ulius verbi fame> intcrire Yi^lie aut patU 

nism$ fit fsvuin »tquc crudely. Deinde 

Don 'dubium eft» quin religionis quangi 
ftrmoms ad umtatdtn plu3 valeat fimiU*- 
tudo & CQiiiepfii6. UnitaJbem pran^rGa 
pietati> utilltatem rdligioni# & exteraam 
qttandam iirtw homines concordiad:! cxi- 
mias iUi paci^ quam Dd verbum humania 
janimis imprimit pt^cnt^ nan fatis plum 
laft* PoftrenlQi quam aon fapiuntt fi verbi 
diviAi in miaterna' lingua h^bendi pirohi-^ 
faitioii^uiii alicoa ntedifcatur^ quicquaoi 
moTdTB opinantur.f Re^igio enim nifi 
^gaci^gttftjcdocfatar, ignota latitabit.. 
Ejus vero .m. quam quis. ignorat ufum^ 
dulcedinem & pretium ctiam nefcit, nee 
ejus acquirendaf gratia^ quicquam laboris 
fubibit. QgamQl)rem roganda eft V. M. 
iH niijyij^S )^£^ni$ fp^e inipediatur (nee 
impedietur fat fcio) quin quos eoepit beare 
^' s P bene- 
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-beiieficiis, augerc vclit ; quos uno ihftfuJi 
mento ditavit, altero dignetur ; qiiibus u« 
Hum veritatS uber praebuit^ alterur^i con* 
<:cdat ; & quod cfficere ftuduit^ perficert 
conetur : nempe ut omnis Vefter pbpulus 
•mirabilia Dei fuo fermone audlat^ij&; jam-^ 
nis lihgua laudct Deum. '^ 

Coelefti^ ille pater, (qui imbecillitfftcm 
humanam^ fdemineutn fexum, & virgi-*- 
neam indolem^ tarn herolcis virtutibus In 
•V Ml orAaffe dignofcitur, ut fe miieris 
folamen ic hoftibiis terrbr, & *hiundi 
Phoenix eadem hadtenus ejttlterk) - propiH' 
•tius concedat; coelefti ipiritu ita regatur, 
4divinis donis adornctur, & alis attiffimi 
protegatur impoftcrumr ut longsBVa ma-^ 
ter in Ifrael, pia Ecclefiflft nutr«i -& ab 
4ioftibus feoipcr tuta, vitiorum hoftis ea-** 
<ietn permaneat ; ad D.O.M, r^mpitemam 
gloriam : cui onine.imperiumj hbnos> & 
laus in omne aBVum^ Amen. < / ; 
Sereniifimae Vcftrae Majcfkti, 
omni Reverentia^ 
Subditiffimus 

GulielmUS MdtgSLh. 

IfominA 
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Nomina eorum^ qui pra cateris^ hoc Of 
tus promovere cof{qpJunt. ^ 

Reverendi Patres, Afaph. & Bang.Epif- 
cop^libros quos petii mutuo concefferei^.& 
iftud "opus^ examinarej perpendere & apr 
probare dignati Aint, . 

G. Goodman Weftmonaft. Decanus, vir 
re&hdniiiie>atde bonus, omufque pie- 
tati deditiflimtrs, qua int»ffrettti£a fue- 
ram-'rilogeciti ita'mihi adfuit afSduus, ut 
& labcrre & confil&'me Jpiurimuin "adju- 

vttit ; iuQram librofttoi plurimos^ mihi 
dedit^isliquorum liberum cancel tifuni;^ 
atque totum anhUm,^ dum fob pr^la liber 
ifte erat (poUcgis humaniflime aflentien- 
tibus^ &Qf{xida me .accepit ; x^m Huniar 
Bii&teixk a KQViCsendifliiQO Ardhiegifcopa, 
(de. qu® priua in; ipfa epiftpla memini, \ 
benjigniffixme oblalam, ut repudiarem. ico^ 
€gyt JTliamefius- fluvius, i^im't^^diMiium x 
praBkrdisidiaiis atquci fejungenfi^P^' ^-^ ' 
. Sicropepiitulenmt >non cosit^nend^mi 
Di Ftmelus'Sxrx Theol<sgisk Doetibt\ 
: £JBr/r>w Archidiaconus M«iridn. '^"^ 
- jR** 'Vaughanus Hofpitii divi ^fokartttkj^" 
^^ ' ,i5uo^.eft Lkdnirtha^, t^yfeftu^ i* ^ 

P 2 ' ' N\ 
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X>edication prejtxed to; the IBm^ 
printed in l620f , 



SacroTani^ ^ individ<i» Ttiniteti,^ ufl| 
Doo OptiniQ. Mfisdmoi, iiomimit 
SahStificationom, Joijcoso^ Deie^t 
j ufdem gtatia» . Mkg« Qrit«. Ftahc; ft^ 
Hiber. Jlegi Augt^ftiflcmcH fasHcha^ 
tern omneir^ precatnr q^cat^^lii^ 

• »^ • • • • \ f \ ' 

4 « 

pardanv ^^^^ ptioOfu^ vsro niiHaiiiTitah) 
^git,. : : iiic cnim vvyens inortmis efiv' H 
tnemoria ]ejiis perit cuni: eo^ JEdcireo tgoi 
grati in DQ!((m ^rf^^g^na Animi'tdlii^ 
i2m» conterraoeifi xonnoddtiii^ meqae 
vcnSMua 'f^r hofQinenr dn tenis. r^iiT 
tcm,nbWeIpi» feinilttttdi^^ CHrifti 

pupivi.: ;A4 hsBC Bibilmlfc digniiis, Deq 
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^SttgliA'rdbaur.gr&t]^ M\i^ 

Itaaiiica tmhlioirtiiii'Yeiifioite^ ^uod £adkicer 

&Sy .autittcEiiciieniibus 4Ut tritis j &r iie* 

mine quantum audire potui de esx:ttd@li« 

J* •" . . . • « • • • . 

•^ Fffi^ 'iBBip 'd^inftitu'to t^TUit ii!^ D. 

ISSfiaid^^ mm in injSrfm^ 

ptttfei^imi Ttjaij^r, Gratiot Ddu«, 
tcis:il»xiretu& 4 & tliD %ex^ mandiitO'^Ah'- 

tflsti}r)'idaitoi(n<^njpu&;'l^^^ npn pio re-« 
vetcnd6rinia!piwce£[^Qih e^^ adduc-* 

po^eaMeneyeiifisEpifcopj, qui (auxiliante 

Gull:, 



X^ulielmo Saldhtti;^) Novum Tdhmtn^ 
turn ; & GiCielmi Motgani^ .Aiaphenfi^ 
xiuper Epij(coi^» /qui '^^ra^Bihlia;ibnnone 
BriUnnico in lucem edidit. Ad UloruntL 
tninilationes^ noviffimiam prasfertim mar 
AU6 moyi» atque..ubi opus videbatuf, tah^ 
quat^ v^tu$ jodificiuiBt nova cnrar inil^ii^t 

^U igiturf uf Jnquit Mier4^mw^ 
^dmnamus vetfres ? . mnme : fd fofi il- 
brum fiuMa^ in^ doma Dwuui'^^9d^'fafi^ i^ 
fumus^ lahramus ^ Licita pcrft, vijnJi^^ 
9Sfx, racema^0> poft Meff^xi SpicanEo^ 
{^pUe^Oj &. in SBdifido cimv laode'con^ 
diCpris .ai^ faftijgium pecduif)^)^ licebitiaita 
teSa curare, fujpo^a toUere, VcoUaplk 
reftauj'are^ male' hasrentia cohnedne. 
Qu^xna^tnodum igitur AtHenieniibs liayi^ 
gium Tlxefei CQufctyanmt, ligim * > vitufi^ 

atquei if a (coa^nefitantis^y tft nan)emiia^ 

eanfiefffi.^ii nm^^ai^dem' efexcmteriief-ent i 
iimiliter egp c^ftf, . qua^dam.: cawri *ptaB-» 
ceifpris (laiide rotinui i qunlam : in Dei 
ixon^fic. i^kutavi atque^ fie compegi ; ut & 
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'hie iit cLjxiptS^^fJLfm^ Trx^eiyfieL & didii 
-fit difficUc, num vctus au nova, Moi^ani 
an mea dicenda fit verfio. ' 

Cujuscunque fit, tuisi primo Deus eft t 
-tx qub, pfer quern & in quem omnia* 
'Nos cnim fiftulae, tuus eft: fpiritus^ Tu 
autor, nos organas per quae Britanni fiia 
qua nati fiint lingua, audiunt Dei mag* 
nalia. Homo ikxtram porrigitj fed Deus 
"^manUtB guhernat -f* : ergo qubdcunque eft 
bene, noftris manibus, ied tuis viribus 
factum eft. In hoc non fiin^ iniqtius in 
te> norr m^d«-regum Auguftiffime, fed vi- 
torunt Optinie> quod tibi Deum, qui te 
fecit & pr^fecit, ariteferam. Nullius ^- 
mm injuria efiy cui Deus otnnipotens ante^ 
fertur J . 

Poft Deum proxime' Rex tua eft, qui 
iieminem nifi Deum fiipcriorem habes ; 
fi^ vetift, tua eft jure h»reditario ; fi no- 
va, tua eft jure acquifito : praterquafn 
enim quod ego tuus fiim cum casteris 
fubditus, mpa qualis qualis eft, majeftati 
veftraB debetur induftria, propter fingula- 
rem veftram ic omnimodo jg;ratuitam erga 

. me 



few :gatigm i $^ xi»9. i«f%mm JHj|h«ii? 

/i?r BritanttSmm .rgHqUht. e9H^H6rmtefth 
anpd fcmper ^ jubiqiG^ ^fnqfco tHiBjail- 
lime. & cum .flniai ^i^daqim ,«4^i|e4 

^^ergo DISC quo4jclQb<tariCQ|[jlp^Q^«|^ 
fific. quicquam « pftp|tfi«e tiieiit»::d\g9tHi» 

& Regi i^^lacere; BTomm pc0#0^ |;kiI»p<i 

|)02s.is, qui Jblu^fijMens&iiUiim^ &Mi(9i» 
rip9fs«j|> te.Re^ jfeFeQe0oie> ^^ tDos ^ 
iblioi XubiUtos amam m c^Qi^^^ ^4^^ 
fseliciflime cuftodiat, ufqiie ad ad^efS^^i 
Chrifti glcH-io%p; : ii|:qifQ vos-|KQi||^7e> 
g^tes» no$ ex adi^^ Ql>teppera9y^;gttm 
ye«erit,5 .inviBiaat, $ ^?uju« cii 4furo ^^ 

cipna in fcci^la fecafe»nb -^fePifH* 
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